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Our cover image: No, its not his old uniform...In an attempt to view a Napoleonic battle from the inside-out, Tim Saunders
crossed the line from Battlefield Guide to re-enactor. Find out what he thought in this issue...

Almost perfect sizing! The Help for Heroes Big
Battlefield Bike Ride team, John Cotterill, Paul Oldfield,
Andy Johnson and Terry Webb tired, but happy just
before the dinner at Runnymede. Fortunately there are
no ‘after’ pictures.

Guild Member Rob Shaw leading a group through the
Battle of Berlin.

Guild Member Brian Shaw helping his SOR clients
understand the battlefield.

A brace of Military Historians, Guild Members Peter Caddick-Adams and James Holland on tour in Sicily.
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GURKHA BOOKlaunch

Guild member and military publisher, Ryan Gearing at the launch of ‘The Gurkhas - 200 Years of Service to the Crown’ by MajorGeneral Craig Lawrence CBE. Pictured from Left to Right: Captain Prakash Gurung, Sergeant Dipprasad Pun (who was awarded the
Conspicuous Gallantry Cross for his actions in Afghanistan), Author, General Lawrence, Joanna Lumley OBE, Vice Patron of the
Gurkha Welfare Trust, Ryan Gearing, Director Unicorn Press, Captain Lokbahadur Gurung. The two more fanciful dressed Gurkhas
work at Buckingham Palace as the Queen’s Gurkha Orderly Officers (QGOOs).
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OPENINGshot:
THE CHAIRMAN’S VIEW
Welcome fellow Members, Guild Partners, and
Supporters to your summer edition of Despatches, the
house magazine of the Guild. Well, what a year of
battlefield touring we have had so far and there is still
more to come. After the recent surge of interest
surrounding Gallipoli 100 and Waterloo 200, new
information is already circulating for the Lone Pine and
Suvla commemorations in Turkey. The ceremonies on the
Somme next July are also taking shape. Before you
launch into your Despatches I would like to make a
couple of serious observations on what is happening on
the battlefields at the moment.
The FWW Centenary has seen a significant increase in
the number of new Tour Operators, Coach Companies,
Sole Traders and local Guides offering battlefield tours to
the public. The standard of these tours and their
administration varies dramatically. Over the past few
months I have heard some real horror stories from
members about guides operating without relevant travel
insurance, life-changing injuries to clients on tour that
were not covered by the guides public liability insurance
and a range of other alarming and unprofessional
incidents. In the main this can be attributed to overenthusiasm and a lack of a well thought out business plan
that considers all of these mundane but wholly necessary
requirements. What is evident is that while making
private visits to easily accessible sites in Belgium and
France many aspirant guides from the UK have become
familiar with the ground but pay scant attention to the
laws and industry regulations of their chosen area of
interest. This over-familiarity is potentially dangerous and
leads to the kind of incidents that I referred to earlier. So
please if you are about to take the plunge into the
battlefield tour industry seek professional advice, talk to

Lest We Forget...
fellow members and above all, ensure that you look
beyond the history of your chosen battlefield.
My second point is actually a question, when does a
visit to a given battlefield cease to be a battlefield tour?
One answer is of course, when it is a pilgrimage. This
subtle difference in focus is of course not a new problem,
how many times have we all heard a young student
whisper (or shout), ‘Not another F&%*£@% cemetery’,
or an older person say, oh we had a lovely tour of the
cemeteries…the trend of cemetery laden itineraries is on
the increase – which is fine if you are offering a
pilgrimage tour. However, if we as guides are not careful,
there is I feel a danger of a cult of the dead dominating
our industry. Cemeteries, pilgrimages and reflection all
have a place in most itineraries, the art is to keep them in
context. As guides we should not feel that we have to
wave our remembrance credentials at every stand. One
guide described the obsession with remembrance at every
single stand as LWFF – Lest We Forget Fascism. Kipling’s
three words are now so overused that they have almost
become a glib greeting rather than being used for the
sentiment most intend. So, my plea to you is for balanced
itineraries that include appropriate time on the actual
battlefields, that pilgrimages and remembrance are
delivered in context and wherever possible, some
emphasis is placed on those that survived and left the
battlefields to live a full life. We are after all, Battlefield
Guides…Lest We Forget!
On that note I will close by wishing you all good luck
on your respective battlefields in the coming months,
look out for each other and try to make time to exchange
ideas and tips. Remember, there has been no better time
to work as a Battlefield Guide, enjoy it to the full.
Mike Peters
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THE WATERLOO

BICENTENARY
Tim Saunders
Quite a number of GBG Guides were working at the bi-centenary
commemorations of the Battle of Waterloo and watching the
re-enactment from the stands with their customers.

Out on the field, two of our members were in the opposing armies;
Todd Fisher with the French and Tim Saunders who
describes what he learned as a red-coat.
Some years ago I had enough of guiding at anniversaries and worse
still working during significant commemorations and centenaries.
Inconvenient hotels, nugatory travel and being more of a tour
manager than a guide was not really my cup of tea, so I resolved to
avoid them; this policy has predictably not been very successful and
of course, 2015 has been no exception.
Amidst lots of negative rumours and reports about
plans for Waterloo’s bi-centenary, I thought I was
doing well to avoid the event but as June and the
anniversary of the great battle approached a feeling
grew in me that I was going to regret not being there,
when out of the blue an opportunity presented itself.
I discovered that a fellow ex-regular Army Rifleman,
who is also a longstanding living historian and reenactor, would appreciate some help with staffing
one of the four brigades that made up the British part
of the ‘Allied Army’. This army would stage the two
re-enactments over the Bi-centenary period against a
similar French Army numbering in excess of 3,000.
Raiding Battlefield History TV’s wardrobe and the

Keep Military Museum’s
replica kit provided me with
appropriate uniform that I
could just about squeeze into!
Once in the bivouac and
immersed in the whole
experience it dawned on me
that I was privileged as a battlefield guide to be
involved in what was verging on ‘experimental
archaeology’. What I realised was that my
knowledge, understanding and assumptions of
Napoleonic warfare were being confirmed, shaded
and challenged as the week progressed. Clearly living
history has its limitations in replicating the privations
and sufferings of soldiers on campaign and above all
the horror of battle in the age of Napoleon and
Wellington. None the less, as a battlefield guide I felt
that the experience was illuminating and worthwhile,
thought provoking and yes, I admit it fun!
It was the Experience of the major re-enactments
involving in excess of 5000 participants that provided
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A French column retires, seen on its way by rolling platoon volleys.

an insight that I have been able to use to better portray
the nature of Napoleonic warfare to tour groups. The
battles of course worked to a script, which was
designed to ensure that the 60,000 people per night
watching from twenty odd stands and other viewing
areas would have plenty of action close to them, while
loosely conforming to the story of the real battle. In
this scheme there was plenty of scope for free-play by
the re-enactors on an area that encompassed a square
mile of the actual battlefield between the Grand
Battery Ridge and the Ohain Road.
Marching out onto the battlefield it was
immediately apparent that what can look like a fairly
simple and uniform piece of ground from the stands
we guides tend to use, is far more complex with steep
inhibiting slopes that were slippery after only a
splash or two of rain, and a remarkable amount of
dead-ground. The effect of ground is of course,
almost impossible to fully replicate in war-games and
other simulations.
The battle began with large French infantry
columns moving across the battlefield only to be lost

from sight in the valley bottom and the majority of
the hundred Allied and French guns opened fire with
clouds of smoke starting to build up. We in 4th
Brigade could soon only dimly see what was
happening over on the left. And then the questions
started to multiply; ‘where’s that column gone?’
‘Who are those dark uniformed troops appearing out
of the murk a couple of hundred yards away?’ “Bell
top shakos – French!’ ‘No, it’s OK they are bloody
Brunswickers!’
Attention switches suddenly to the other flank;
officers shout ‘Cavalry’. Without waiting for a formal
order the drummers beat a furious tattoo and the
battalions in the well organised chaos we had
practiced over previous days rushed into square.
‘Volley fire. Present; fire! And then ‘Prepare to receive
cavalry’. Gasping for breath the horse’s hooves
thundered and the green coated enemy dragoons
flowed around the square striking the hedge of
bristling bayonets.
The real sense of urgency and speed with which
our square formed was impressive but one of the

www.gbg-international.com

centre brigades was slow to react and were still
forming when currassiers who had spurred up out of
the dead ground and smoke caught them with the
rear face of their square still open. The French
horsemen were of course ecstatic and the
infantrymen had serious red faces to match their
coats! It was a graphic illustration of the need for
speed, situational awareness and the way low level
tactical surprise could be achieved. The resulting
carnage that would have happened in the real
situation was shockingly and readily imaginable.
Smaller groups of infantry could similarly achieve
surprise but even in a reenactment the sight of a
French column of infantry 2000 strong relentlessly
bearing down on our line was a sight to remember
and so was the feeling of mounting tension as the
rhythmic rattle of the Pas de charge grew along with
the cries of ‘vive l’emperor’. Few of our Brigade had
seen a column of that size emerging from the low
ground and the babble of English voices died down
of its own accord as nodding plumes and shakos
crested the rise as the cheering mass of Frenchmen
approached.
The mesmerising effect of the French drums was
broken by the low growl of a Canadian Regular
Army sergeant major reminding us of what was to

A French volley towards the end of the battle.
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come. ‘Present’, down came the muskets and ‘Fire!’ A
blast of flame and a crash that had the senses reeling.
‘Reload!’ but as the billowing smoke cleared there
were the French standing fifty yards away. It was
now our turn to see the flame and smoke of a volley
directed at us. The fire fight for the sake of the
spectacle continued as dusk gathered, in our case
with rolling volleys by platoon and then, in we went
simulating the struggle between Bourgouis’s and
Kempt’s Brigades. Seeing this close range exchange of
blank fire could only leave me in awe of those who
stood and faced hundreds of musket balls ripping
into the ranks.
This is only a brief description of just some of the
impressions from the pair of two hour presentations
of the battle, which were on a scale that is unlikely to
be seen again for many years. In the taking part I
gained many insights that have undoubtedly added to
the two tours of the battle I have conducted since the
anniversary.
Kevin Wolf was 4th Brigade’s ‘embedded photographer’ for
the event and I am grateful for permission to use his excellent
pictures to illustrate this article. Further examples of Kevin’s
work can be found on Deviouswolf’s Facebook page.
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The 33rd Regiment of Foot, like their namesakes all Yorkshiremen, Prepare to fire.

Left: Infantry in square being attacked by Carbineers and Currassiers. Right: Guild Member Todd Fisher takes on the
role of a French Pioneer Sergeant to view the battle from the other side of the field.
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The Guild again
supported the
Help For Heroes,
Big Battlefield
Bike Ride - Paris
to Cherbourg on
Normandy 1944.

Paul Oldfield

Some of the 265 riders just before the start at St Germain-en-Laye – similar to the Retreat from Moscow, but without the organisation.

The Guild again supported the
Help For Heroes, Big Battlefield
Bike Ride. This year the route was
from the outskirts of Paris to
Cherbourg with the emphasis on
Normandy 1944. The four
badged-guides were John Cotterill,
Andy Johnson, Paul Oldfield and
Terry Webb operating in two
teams leapfrogging each other
along the route.
Monday saw the cyclists start
from St Germain-en-Laye, where
James II of England is buried, the

1919 peace treaty with GermanAustria was signed and where von
Rundstedt had his HQ in 1944.
The route took them along the
Seine to La Roche Guyon, site of
Rommel’s HQ, for lunch. On the
way to Vernon to hear about the
Transportation Plan and the
assault river crossing, they passed
a largely unknown memorial to a
US airman who sacrificed himself
to avoid his aircraft crashing into
the village of Limetz-Villez. They
also passed Monet’s House and

Garden at Giverny (Monet for old
rope if you ask me).
Tuesday started in Evreux and
the guiding emphasis was on SAS
and SOE operations around
Bernay, plus the Luftwaffe’s part in
the Normandy campaign.
Overnight was at Lisieux.
Wednesday started with a
ceremony at St Desir War
Cemetery, where there was an
opportunity to talk about some of
the airmen buried there, in
particular Typhoon and glider
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At Arromanches the essentials of
logistics, including MULBERRY
and PLUTO were outlined. It was
incredible how little was known
about these cutting-edge projects.
At the Longues-sur-Mer Battery,
the subject of coastal batteries was
explained. After the ceremony at
Bayeux War Cemetery there were
tours to pick out a few of the
stories there, including Sidney
Bates VC and the son of Titanic’s
Second Mate.
Having been told originally there
were no Canadians on the ride…
five turned up, but it was too late
to change the route. However,
JUNO was close enough for them
to make a small diversion.
Overnight in Bayeux was followed
by the longest day (in the saddle
that is), all the way to Cherbourg.
It started at Omaha American
Cemetery with a moving ceremony,
followed by tours of some of the
famous names buried there. Two
stands on OMAHA beach required
some nifty footwork by the guides
to cover Op AQUATINT and the
SSRF, COPP beach recces, the
landings and the Rangers at Pointe
du Hoc. After a change of scene at

John Cotterill and Terry Webb at the first stand at La Roche Guyon taken from their
most photogenic side, with the chateau, Rommel’s HQ, in the left background. Andy
Johnson is just visible walking away middle far right. Two below him looking towards
John is Bryn Parry, co-founder of H4H with his wife Emma. Both ride every year, as
do a few others. Above, John is talking about Rommel and German reaction to the
invasion.

pilots. Before lunch the route
entered the invasion area and the
rest of the day was dedicated to
6th Airborne Division’s operations
at Troarn, Merville, Ranville and
the finale at Pegasus Bridge before
cycling into Caen for the night.
Thursday was about the
British/Canadian landing area and
was the only day with bad weather
- drizzly cold rain and strong
winds. It started at HILLMAN

with presentations on the SWORD
beach landings, the HILLMAN
action by 1st Suffolk and the
German panzer counterattack later
on 6th June. At Douvres they
heard about deception operations,
radar and electronic warfare. At
Ste Croix sur Mer the role of the
tactical air forces was covered on
the site of the B-3 ALG. After the
lunch stop was GOLD Beach and
Stanley Hollis VC.

Paul Oldfield talking about MULBERRY
etc at Arromanches.
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The ceremony at Pegasus Bridge, just after John’s
excellent presentation.

La Cambe German Cemetery, lunch
was at Ste Mere Eglise together
with a presentation on US airborne
operations. On to the Azeville
Battery and the final run-in to the
holding area just outside
Cherbourg, where the seizure of the
port was covered and the VI sites in
the area. The cyclists then formed a
massive peloton with police escort
to the finish in the port.
Non-guiding highlights included
the privilege of hearing some of the
wounded of a number of nations
speak frankly, in some cases
humorously and always very
bravely about their experiences.
To see what they can achieve with
the help of H4H and other charities
is humbling, uplifting and inspiring.
Saturday was largely a travelling
day culminating in the end of tour
dinner at Runnymede.
A combination of good stories,
good weather and the lovely
Normandy countryside made this
one of the best BBBRs anyone can
remember. The punters left very
happy and the four guides were
satisfied they had done a good job.
No pressure for next year then.

John Cotterill telling 260 riders - and half of Normandy! - the story
at Pegasus Bridge.

Terry Webb at Bernay aerodrome talking about women in SOE.
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THE GALLIPOLI

BATTLEFIELD

100 YEARS ON
Stephen Chambers

GALLIPOLI IS A BATTLEFIELD LIKE NO OTHER. ITS HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE IN
THE FWW CONTINUES TO ATTRACT VISITORS, BUT IT’S NATURAL BEAUTY,
MEDITERRANEAN WEATHER AND WELCOMING NATURE OF THE TURKS ADDS
TO ITS APPEAL. WITHIN THIS HAUNTED GROUND, THAT ONCE BORE WITNESS
TO BATTLE 100 YEARS AGO, THE TERRAIN IS NOTHING SHORT OF DRAMATIC.
WITH ITS CHANGING TOPOGRAPHY, WILD VEGETATION AND HARSH CLIMATE,
THESE ELEMENTS ALONE HELP A GUIDE TO EXPLAIN THE CAMPAIGN, THE
WHAT, THE WHY’S AND THE WHAT IF’S. NO DOCUMENTARY, FILM, BOOK OR
PHOTOGRAPH CAN EXPLAIN ANY BATTLEFIELD AS WELL AS BEING ON THE
GROUND, AND GALLIPOLI IS NO EXCEPTION.
The build-up to the centenary has been very
apparent, with a growing interest in the campaign
that does not appear to be abating. Touring groups
are increasing as the First World War continues to
capture people’s imagination. Some may be
researching a relative, have a passion for military
history, or looking for a holiday with a difference,
Gallipoli can be that destination.
The peninsula, with its spectacular scenery; ridges,
ravines, olive groves, figs and wild grapes, and the
white sandy beaches that stretch almost endlessly
along the Aegean shore, is a popular attraction. The
islands of Bozcaada (Tenedos) and Gökçeada
(Imbros), only a short ferry ride away, both served as
forward bases for the Mediterranean Expeditionary
Force and attract new visitors each year. Nearby
Troy, where one can step back in time and examine
another 4000 years of conflict, highlighting that the
Dardanelles area has been the scene of recorded
conflict since the days of King Xerxes when his
pontoon bridge crossed the Narrows on his way to
fight the Spartans. Alexander the Great roamed
through the area on his way to the east and, more
recently, the site where Attila the Hun defeated a
Roman Eastern army. The whole area is beautiful,
but also sacred. This ground not only contains the
bones of the ancient dead, but also the FWW bones
of over 100,000 men that fell here in 1915.

Trekking Suvla from Lala Baba to Nibrunesi Point with a Battle
Honours Walking Tour.

www.gbg-international.com
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Making best use of the shade discussing the Gurkha Assault on Hill Q.

The Turk, Necmettin Halil Onan wrote a poem
pertinent to the battlefield, the first verse is:
Stop wayfarer! Unbeknownst to you this ground
You come and tread on, is where an epoch lies;
Bend down and lend your ear, for this silent mound
Is the place where the heart of a nation sighs.
In 1934 Turkish commander, Mustafa Kemal Atatürk,
wrote a tribute to the mothers of the allied fallen:
Those heroes that shed their blood and lost their
lives ... You are now lying in the soil of a friendly
country. Therefore rest in peace. There is no
difference between the Johnnies and the Mehmets
to us where they lie side by side here in this
country of ours ... You, the mothers who sent their
sons from faraway countries, wipe away your
tears; your sons are now lying in our bosom and
are in peace. After having lost their lives on this
land they have become our sons as well.
The centenary is a great time to discover the
Gallipoli campaign, its epic battles and what the
operation was all about, from the strategy, how the
campaign was conceived and it’s flaws, through to
the tactics and the struggle commanders had
adapting to a modern industrialised war. No
battlefield visit is complete without visiting the key

sites and weaving the individual stories of those who
fought. Gallipoli, like other battlefields, is rich with
tales. Many have heard of the Private John Simpson
Kirkpatrick, the ‘man with his donkey’ and LanceCorporal Albert Jacka, the first Australian VC of the
FWW. But stories of the lesser-known characters
should also be covered, for example Captain Bob
Bage, Antarctic explorer and Commander Edward
Cater, the man with the monocle. One cannot talk
nautical heroes without relating the story of
Commander Edward Unwin and the six naval VCs.
On the subject of decorations, who cannot mention
the famous Lancashire Fusiliers ‘Six VCs before
Breakfast’ or that of Lieutenant Colonel Charles
Doughty-Wylie, whose colourful story of bravery,
adventure and love can be partnered with the
mystery of who was the only woman to visit Gallipoli
during the campaign. The list of characters is almost
endless; the key is bringing history to life!
The battlefield itself is not one, but four;
comprising of the Dardanelles, Anzac, Suvla and
Helles. At Anzac the North Beach Commemorative
Site and Anzac Cove are good places to relate the
Anzac landings story, as is the stone monolith at Ari
Burnu where visitors can read in silence the words of
Atatürk. There are rewarding views everywhere, from
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Plugges Plateau to Chunuk Bair. On the Shell Green
slopes one can tell tales of Cricket, then via Lone Pine
walk the second ridge to trace the old Anzac
perimeter. By Johnston’s Jolly you can trace parts of
the original frontline trenches, where you do not have
to go far from the track to find numerous reminders
of war; shell craters, tunnels, barbed wire and other
debris of war. As the road narrows, to the width of
what was once No-Man’s-Land, a walk via the Posts:
Steeles, Courtney’s and Quinn’s, will take you to the
57th Regiment Memorial and its Turkish symbolic
cemetery. One cannot leave Anzac without visiting
The Nek, the scene from the Peter Weir film where the
Australian Light Horse attacked on 7 August 1915, or
to watch an Aegean sunset from Walker’s Ridge.
Anzac is the most popular battlefield visited in
Gallipoli, but it is no less spectacular in scenery or
rich in history than Suvla or Helles. The Turkish
Martyrs Memorial, which stands triumphantly above
S Beach and Morto Bay, is a good place to start. The
beautifully kept CWGC cemeteries cannot be missed
as they tell so many stories of battle, courage and
loss. One will notice few identified burials, a
Gallipoli commonplace, which succinctly evokes the
carnage and the chaos of the campaign, and a
battlefield scattered even today with countless
thousands of unknown graves. The Helles Memorial
to the Gallipoli campaign, which also contains the
names of 21,000 British missing, stands majestically
on Cape Helles, overlooking the old battlefield area.
All around are the landing sites, which include V
Beach nestled by the ruins of Seddulbahir castle, and
W Beach, better known as Lancashire Landing,

which is still littered with 1915 period piers, dugouts
and wrecked lighters. Walks along Gully Ravine are
as rewarding as those through Kereves Dere in the
French sector. Old Turkish redoubts still scar the
landscape as do mine craters, shell holes and the
trenches that remain still to this day. You can still
walk Krithia Nullah, tracing the site of the infamous
Vineyard and climb inside the dugouts along
Observation Ridge. Up at Suvla the landing beaches
are still perfectly preserved, as are the trenches on
Lala Baba, Chocolate Hill, Hill 60 and all along the
Kiretch Tepe ridge. The Salt Lake, now permanently
open to the sea, remains, as does the Tekke Tepe
ridge that still towers high above the Suvla plain.
The Gallipoli centenary year really began on 18
March 2015, a hundred years to the date that
Admiral de Robecks’ combined Anglo-French fleet
was prevented by the Ottomans from forcing the
Dardanelles. Although not a well-known date outside
of modern day Turkey, 18 March has become a
major event in the Turkish national calendar. For the
Turks this is the date they celebrate, not
commemorate, the Gallipoli campaign, known in
Turkish as Çanakkale Savaşı. It was the day the
Ottoman combined defences of the Dardanelles;
forts, minefields, mobile howitzer batteries and
shore-based torpedo’s, brought to a standstill the
might of the Royal Navy and French fleet. Visiting
the forts is a must, and to view modern day shipping
passing by, one can see what sitting ducks the fleet
was. To quote Lord Nelson, a ship’s a fool to fight a
fort. From these powerful fortifications one can
understand why.

Good knowledge of the ground is essential on any tour, but essential in the gullies and nullahs of Gallipoli.

www.gbg-international.com
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The Nusret in the background as we explain the Turkish defensive strategy and the Allied Naval plan.

Outside of Turkey, 25 April is Anzac Day, one of
the most important dates in both Australian and New
Zealand national commemorative calendars, marking
the anniversary of their first major military action
and a place that helped foster their sense of national
identity. But it is not just about Anzac. A growing
number of British visitors now come to Gallipoli, and
this year many assembled for the 24 April
international commemorations at Helles. During late

April, May and June many came to commemorate
the Krithia battles, and in August the focus will be
Suvla and the Sari Bair assault. I would also be
surprised if no one turned up to coincide their visit
with the evacuations. People will not stop visiting
when the centenary comes to an end, and I am sure
that this immortal ground will remain firmly lodged
in remembrance and battlefield study for many years
to come.

Shrapnel Valley is a good place to pause and compare CWGC cemeteries on the Peninsula with those in NW Europe.
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DUBLIN AT WAR

EASTER RISING
Scottie

April found a group of Intrepid Guild members gathering in Dublin and
embarking on a weekend series of interesting walking tours studying the sites of
the 1916 Easter Rising. The event was organised by Guild Member, Kathleen
Neagle who provided us with an excellent insight into the momentous events
that took place in her Capital City!
We were guided by local
historian, Donal Fallan who skilfully
and passionately built up an
intriguing narrative of the sequence
of events leading up to the Rising
and its aftermath, successfully
bringing accounts and stories to life
as the walks progressed.
In addition we visited the
National Museum of Ireland
which featured the ‘Irish at War’
and Easter Rising exhibitions, and
it also housed the gun running ship
‘Asgard’, it is a wonderful museum
and a whole day could have easily
been whiled away there.
Sunday morning was spent
visiting the incredibly evocative
Glasnevin Cemetery that has so
many interesting occupants and
stories, but the saddest one for me
was a grave shared by a pair of
brothers killed during the Rising...
one fighting in the British Army
and who has a Commonwealth
War Grave Headstone, his brother
a Republican, both died fighting
for their beliefs but on different
sides of the barricades!
Dublin is rightly famed for its
friendliness, hospitality and
nightlife...and it did not
disappoint, with a most convivial
evening spent in a wonderfully
atmospheric bar with a live folk
band, where we ‘went local’ and
enjoyed the craic! (And possibly a

Guinness or two!)
It was a really enjoyable and
most informative weekend and I
would highly recommend it. For
Guild Members based in the UK
there are very affordable flights
into Dublin and the bus transfer to
the City was quick and cheap at
only 10 Euros for a return ticket.
Our accommodation was the
Ashling Hotel, which was excellent
and reasonably priced.
I would like to say a big ‘thank

you’ to Kay for her hard work
bringing the whole event together
and providing us all with such a
memorable and enjoyable
weekend. I feel in the time
available we only just about
scratched the surface of this
incredible city and its history,
personally I would like to do a
similar tour focusing on the Irish
Civil War, just got to talk Kay into
organising it!

A party of Guild Pioneers led by Kay Neagle at our first Dublin event.
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Guild Member Adam Williams orientating a group of Army Air Corps soldiers at Merville Battery during the Normandy 71
commemorations.

Italian Member, Carlo Larosa waiting for a Staff Ride Group to arrive on Cinque Torri.
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WHY TOURISTS VISIT
THE WORLD WAR I & II
BATTLEFIELDS OF
NORTHERN EUROPE a private guide’s perspective
Andrew Thomson, Dr Thomson’s Tours, Canterbury (www.drttours.co.uk)
Badged Member of the International Guild of Battlefield Guides
When I attended a fascinating Dark Tourism
conference at the University of Central Lancashire in
Preston in March 2013 I started to feel just a little
protective towards my clients who come on my
battlefield tours. I felt uncomfortable with their being
potentially lumped in with all visitors to dark tourism
sites, with the thought that we should be analysing
their motives in the same way as those of tourists
who go on Jack the Ripper or witchcraft tours! I
knew that my clients had a whole range of different
and intermingling motives for coming on battlefield
tours, and that most of them would have no feeling
of being ‘dark tourists’ at all. Many of my clients, I
felt, were there to see a site that they viewed
primarily as historical (broadly defined) rather than
‘dark’, a site of death. Spurred by an invitation by
Lorna Thomas of Canterbury Christ Church
University to talk at a conference (28 October 2013)
looking at World War I Battlefield Tourism, this
paper is the product of wanting to record just what I
understand my clients’ motives to be.
As a self-employed private guide I have experience
of taking clients to the World War I and II battlefields
in Northern Europe for 14 years now. I have often
given thought to how my clients break down into
different categories, how they vary in what they most
want or expect, and how far their various motives for
visiting these 20th-century European battlefields
overlap - either within the same individual, or a small
group. (The majority of my trips are with small
private parties of 2 to 6, travelling in my vehicle. I
also lead around half a dozen larger groups per year
in a coach or minibus, group size ranging from 7 to
70. Battlefield tours make up around 70% of my
work - in addition I run general historical tours).
An effective way to analyse why people visit World
War I and II battlefields is through breaking down
the categories of who the people (my clients) are.

What follows is a necessarily broad analysis,
subjective rather than scientific, based on a relatively
small sample. It is simply my thoughts on how I
observe what I understand to be the motivations of
my clients: I have not professionally interviewed them
(that would be a killer for repeat business!), nor have
I tried to quantify my findings. This paper concerns
only my clients - other guides would of course have
had a different mix of people. I can quantify my
experience globally: over the ten years 2004-13
inclusive I have led an average of 29 battlefield tours
each year, averaging 81 days of such tours annually
(i.e. three days average duration, but ranging from
day trips to nine days). Annual client numbers have
averaged 235 - 161 in larger groups, plus 74 in small
private parties. Over the last ten years an average of
6 trips per annum have had as a major part of the
itinerary the following of where a relative served,
and/or a visit to a relative’s grave.
Whilst the numbers of clients is clear, when I
started to try and put numbers to my analysis of
motives, I found that the only motivations I could
quantify were those which were obvious by the
nature of the tour - tours with family links, or tours
focusing on Dominion country histories (‘Dominion’
being the name given to the mature Commonwealth
countries around the time of World War I). Beyond
that, several obvious problems raised their heads:
(i) Is a client who is with me for five days in a small
group, whom I can get to know well, ‘worth’ the
same, as a piece of data, as one of a party of 50 on a
coach for a day trip who I don’t ever get to speak to
personally ? (ii) If a client clearly has several
motivations, how do I weigh them relatively? (iii) If I
start to break my client data set into themes or areas
visited (WWI or WWII? Normandy, Ardennes,
Arnhem ? Somme, Ypres, Verdun ?) then the groups
become too small to be statistically relevant. So,
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rather than tie myself in knots trying to put values to
these things, my conclusion was that a subjective
report on my overall experiences could anyway be of
value to the literature on dark tourism, and to other
battlefield guides. So, to my analysis!
“You can’t be getting too many World War I tours
now that the veterans have all died” A frequent
comment of American clients - visiting World War II
sites - on hearing that I do World War I tours has
often been along the lines of “Gee, there can’t be
much demand for that now that the last veterans
have all died”. How wrong can you be! Interest in
World War I and tours to the Western Front has not
been greater. So let me up front dispel a
misapprehension: although it may once have been a
significant part of the battlefield touring market,
veterans are no longer a significant fraction of it and they have only ever been a tiny fraction of my
numbers. I got into battlefield guiding too late to take
any World War I veterans on tours, and almost too
late for World War II veterans. I have only taken one
World War II veteran to where he fought (a British
paratrooper to Normandy, in 2004); I have though
taken about twenty veterans from other theatres to
Normandy. My client base is the next generation - or,
in the case of World War I, the next-but-one. People
do not come on my tours to see where they
themselves fought.

Active versus Passive travellers
I have found it helpful to make a distinction
between Active travellers - those who actively want
to embark on a battlefield tour (and make it happen)
- and Passive travellers, those who are (usually)
happy to come along but who would probably not
have thought about undertaking a battlefield tour of
their own volition. Active travellers are obviously a
major component of my small private parties - but
they come in the larger groups also. Passive travellers
make up the majority of my larger groups.
Particular thought needs to be given to how to
classify partners and/or children of Active travellers
within a small private group - to some extent they are
Passive travellers, but their motivation can be different
to that of most Passive travellers. I will return to that.
A. Active travellers - in larger groups or small
private parties: My experience is that Active
travellers undertake battlefield tours to 20thcentury northern European battlefield sites with
one or more of the following six motivations:
(i) Because they have a family link - Family links are
the motivation in around 20% of my tours (figures
for 2004-2013). Family links divide into Survived
and Died, and cover both Close
(spouse/father/brother) and Distant relatives.
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Distant & Died: the classic World War I relative’s visit
is to see the grave of a Great Uncle (or Great-great
Uncle) - almost always spurring the comment that
“we are the first family members to ever visit the
grave”. A great-uncle who died almost a century
ago and who therefore nobody alive today ever
knew can not be regarded as a close relative. If the
great-uncle was the source of many family stories or
memories then they could be regarded as closer, but
this is not often the case (such stories were often lost
with the previous generation). It is the huge growth
in interest in family history, spurred by the internet,
that has led to many people realising that they did
have relatives who died in World War I - and the
internet has then led them to companies like mine
that can take them right to the grave on a private
tour. These new opportunities, combined with
increased wealth and leisure time, explain the
marked increase in the number of relatives’ visits to
World War I cemeteries. Despite the distance of the
relation, the visit is usually an emotional experience
as people pay homage by leaving flowers, laminated
photographs of the soldier, or holding a small
ceremony. The family feels that respect is being paid
at last, and they feel a direct link to the hundreds of
other deaths that they see marked by all the other
headstones surrounding their relative’s.
Distant & Survived: I rarely get this - but where I
have, it is usually a great-uncle from World War I
again. Their experience is being followed because of
a client getting into family history and finding that
the great-uncle is their only specific link to the war.
Close & Survived: my classic World War II clients’
relative visit is to follow in the steps of where a
father (and/or husband and/or grandfather) saw their
service in northern Europe. Because of the peak
number of American troops in Europe from
December 1944 onwards (around four million, as
opposed to ‘only’ a million in Normandy) I have
often in recent years been showing relatives where
U.S. infantrymen fought in the Hurtgen Forest,
where engineers backed up road operations in the
Ardennes (the ‘Battle of the Bulge’), where
artillerymen supported operations across the Rhine
at the bridge at Remagen, and where GIs raced
across Germany in April 1945. These tours are often
done fairly recently after the death of the veteran in
question, and on occasions three generations may be
on the tour. I have also done ‘father’s tours’ relating
to World War I - Australian infantrymen and medics,
American medics in the Meuse-Argonne battle, and
American infantrymen. These are often done because
the sons / daughters are themselves aged and feeling
that they are running out of time.
Close & Died: (i) a tour to see where a client’s father
or brother died is potentially the most emotional
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relative’s tour that a guide can do. From looking
down over the River Our in Luxembourg to see
where a clients’ father died in a river crossing in
February 1945, through observing the bleak
northern Somme landscape where a 90-year-old
lady’s father was (in her words) “blown to
smithereens” in November 1916, to going to the
spot 90 years to the day since a client’s father was
killed (Hindenburg Line September 1918), my
‘father-child’ tours have in fact all been ones where
the child never knew the father - in some cases being
born just months after the father’s death. Taking a
client to see where their brother died in January
1945 proved to be perhaps the most emotional of
all - in his quiet way he contrasted his brother’s
misfortune with his own luck in having a ‘quiet war’
on Pacific islands maintaining electrical equipment.
(ii) Because they have a specific Dominion interest:
Australian / Canadian / NZ - ‘birth of a nation’
pilgrimage. ‘Dominion’ interest is the motivation in
around 28% of my tours (during the last five
years: 2009-2013). I have had large numbers of
Australians in particular, followed close behind by
Canadians, with limited numbers of New
Zealanders and South Africans. These tours ride
on the back of a huge groundswell of interest in
Australia and Canada in World War I as a ‘nationbuilding’ experience, binding together disparate
immigrants in a ‘one nation’ experience. The
narrative of both countries is unerringly similar,
with the added ingredient for Australia that since
the 1990s there has been a shifting of attention
away from Gallipoli and towards the Western
Front; to an extent this has been driven by family
history research showing that many more relatives
would have seen experience on the Western Front
than ever went to Gallipoli.
(iii) Because they are a ‘History buff’: History buffs
are well-read, interested, often (but not always!)
curious, and above all keen to tread on historic
ground. These are often the travellers who get the
most rapid satisfaction from visiting battlefields
because they get to see - to tread, to experience the ground that they have read a lot about over the
years. Linking history to location can be a thrill
for them. A particular sub-set of this motivation is
the ‘armchair TV history buff’ - the devotee of the
History Channel, etc.
(iv) Because they are a ‘Military buff’: I identify three
types of ‘military buff’ (but they can all be
combined into one person!):
(a) Most obviously, the history buff whose prime
interest is military history.
(b) People who get hooked on visiting 20th century
battlefields - ‘battlefield junkies’. I believe this
comes about through the combination of the

emotion that most people feel on seeing where
these terrible events actually unfolded, with the
opportunity to ‘use’ all the detailed knowledge that
such people have of militaria. These come together
to give a powerful experience that such clients will
jump at any opportunity to repeat.
(c) A particular sub-set of the ‘Military buff’ group
are the collectors - middle-aged men (99% of the
time!) who want to scour the fields for any piece of
metal with a link back to the battle(s). They are
potentially a thorn in the side of any safetyconscious guide as they disregard all warnings
about the danger that any such objects may have,
create tensions with farmers by tramping crops,
and (the worst crime!) don’t wait for the guide to
say their piece because they would be losing
precious ‘combing’ time.
(v) Because they are intellectually curious: This
category is an obvious one - curious people
inevitably have lots of questions about a battle:
Why did this happen? Why did it happen here, and
in this way? Couldn’t it have been stopped or
executed differently ? How should we remember
it? The two surprising things about this category of
motivation are, firstly, when there seems to be a
complete absence of any such curiosity, and, in
contrast, the way that it can quickly come to the
fore with Passive travellers - often the partner or
teenage children in a small private group. Seeing
the sites and hearing more about them can give
such travellers a sudden curiosity that they would
not have believed they had; thus, it is not a prior
motivation for them, but a new found one that can
give them a momentum for the rest of the tour.
(vi) Because the tour in question is on their ‘Bucket
List’: A ‘Bucket List’ is a recent colloquialism for a
list of things that people want to do, see, or visit
before they die - before they “kick the bucket”.
Several times each year I have clients point out to
me that the trip we are embarking on “has been on
my Bucket List for a while”. It is probably on that
list for one of the five motivations listed above, but
I list it separately here because it is clearly a label
that many people would give if asked about their
reasons for making a tour. Its use also underlines
the fact that a significant fraction of battlefield
touring is undertaken by people approaching an
age at which their health may preclude making the
trip - they want to ‘get it in’ now.
Obviously what motivates an Active traveller may
well be several of these factors at the same time. The
challenge for the private guide is to try and discover
as early as possible in the tour (or beforehand,
through email exchanges) just how many of these
different motivations are at work, which may be the
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dominant strand, and in some cases whether the
balance of motives that the guide sees is different
from what the client thinks!
What makes a small group gel is when the Guide,
the Active traveller(s) and any Passive travellers partner(s) and/or children ‘along for the ride’ - can all
feel some fulfilment from satisfying the Active
travellers’ prime motivation(s), whilst at the same
time the Passive travellers start to really appreciate
those motivations, and even find motivations of their
own which they had not had the time, context or
opportunity to discover beforehand. Passive travellers
in private parties can, ‘on the ground’, start to feel
strongly involved in wanting to understand a family
link, explore their country’s role, and explore the
questions that the intellectually curious have. It is
seeing it on the ground that can open Passive
travellers up to new questionings or perspectives combined with the effect of being placed in a ‘bubble’
of time when, away from daily routine, they share a
time of seeing, reflecting and questioning.
B. Passive travellers - mostly in larger groups: My
experience is that Passive travellers - those who are
(usually) happy to come along but who would
probably not have thought about undertaking a
battlefield tour of their own volition - come with
one or more of the following five motivations:
(i) To share a common, much talked-about,
cultural experience: People who would not
otherwise think of visiting a battlefield may well
do so if it becomes something that they hear talked
of - on the radio, in conversation, at work - in such
a way that it starts to register as a cultural
experience that many ‘ordinary’ people are
undertaking. Hearing that “my sister’s NADFAS
group went to Ypres ..”, for example, can lead to
someone realising that such a trip is not just for
‘military buffs’ or veterans. And it creates a
curiosity to share that experience - but hopefully in
a non-threatening and brief way. This makes this a
prime motivation to, for example, take a day trip
to Ypres.
(ii) Because it is part of organised ‘Edutainment’ that
they partake of - U3A, etc.: Groups like U3A
(‘University of the Third Age’) or ‘Elderhostel’
(now rather cleverly rebranded as ‘Road Scholar’)
may run a battlefields trip as part of their regular
programme of educational activities. I have led day
trips to Ypres for a local National Trust group - it
gives people a learning experience, but in the
entertainment context of a day out with friends.
This is an excellent way to attract clients who
would otherwise not consider a battlefield tour.
(iii) Because it is part of a cruise-ship excursion:
‘Something to see / do’. I have not done this
myself, but it is a staple day trip for cruises
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docking at Le Havre (for the D-Day Beaches) and
Antwerp (for Ypres).
(iv) Because it is a school trip: The ultimate ‘no
choice’ tour ?! I have led several Year Nine (age
13/14) day and multi-day Western Front tours, and
more selective A-Level groups doing English
Literature (age 18). A whole different experience!
(v) Because they are the partner or child of an Active
traveller: Many partners and children of Active
travellers on my small private parties are Passive
travellers in the sense that the trip is not primarily
their idea; their motivation is that of wanting to
fulfil the desires of the Active traveller(s) - and to
ensure that the trip fits well into the overall
context of the family holiday that it is part of.
But caution is required in using the title ‘passive
traveller’ too loosely because some partners and
children, whilst they may have started very
passively, may have already become actively
engaged themselves before the trip in finding out
more, making themselves curious about what they
are going to see. Others, though, may stick with
their passivity as a form of protection because they
are uncertain, even concerned, about just what
such a tour will be like. My hope (and goal) as a
guide is that I can shift them from passivity to
curiosity as soon as possible on the tour itself preferably during our very first ‘on site’ stop.

General Observations re: relevance to ‘Dark Tourism’
Nowhere above do I list a desire to be in or near a
place of mass death as a motivation of my clients. My
experience of being with hundreds of battlefield
tourists over the years (over fourteen years, around
900 in small private parties and over 2,000 in larger
groups!) leads me to the conclusion that the majority
of visitors to 20th century North European
battlefields are going for the family link, the history
(including military history), and the sharing of a by
now fairly widespread cultural phenomenon in the
‘Anglo Saxon’ countries. Most have no desire
necessarily to dwell on the idea of mass death, but
brace themselves to ponder that - as part of the
‘price’ of undertaking the tour. Themes of empathy
with the fallen soldiers (and their families), respect
for how the local communities in the battle area have
recovered from the trauma in their midst, and respect
for the power of historical events, are what loom
large as the product of such a tour. Motivations are
multiple and mixed, but I would conclude that the
battlefield tours analysed here do not attract the
morbid and those actively seeking the ‘dark’.

AAT 3 December 2013
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GUILD PARTNER
SPIRIT OF REMEMBRANCE

A happy group of Australians at the iconic Cobber Memorial, Fromelles.

WE AT ‘SPIRIT’ ARE PASSIONATE
ABOUT OUR ETHOS AND OUR
CORE IDENTITY: REMEMBRANCE.
As well as our commitment to supporting and
promoting remembrance we also are totally focussed
on our business, our customers and the quality and
experience of our service(s). Our philosophy and
mission is to “Perpetuate Remembrance” to living
and future generations through education, knowledge
and inspiration.
Born of a fierce determination to fuse together the
best battlefield guides in the world with the highest
standards of customer service, ethics and specialist
travel experience possible, we are a fully licenced travel
and tour operator providing battlefield and
remembrance tours worldwide. We provide both
specialist ‘tailor made’ and ‘set departure’ battlefield

travel and tour itineraries for individuals and groups of
all sizes, focussing on various conflicts over hundreds
of years, but predominately WW1 and WW2.
We market specifically to the Commonwealth
countries of Australia, Canada, NZ and *India
(*under development) in addition to the USA and
British associations. We provide a full inbound travel
operation in that we are the specialist battlefield tour
operator/travel agent providing ‘country specific
tours’ - located at the clients destination - rather than
the clients departure country.
Our primary marketing distribution platform is via
a series of individual interlinked highly trafficked
web sites physically located in the UK, Australia, NZ,
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Graeme Archer-Waring showing Spirit’s commitment to service
charities.

Canada, and the USA providing maximum SEO
(Search Engine Optimisation) and exposure within
the target market country with each site including
online seamless e-commerce payment facilities for our
customers that are connected to our core global
admin site.
Spirit is owned and managed by Nikki ArcherWaring and Graeme Archer-Waring who are highly
experienced travel professionals with over 60 years of
combined senior global travel and tourism experience
between them. Spirit has a team of staff who work
remotely and employs expert battlefield guides
wherever possible from the ‘Guild of Battlefield
Guides’ plus taps into an extensive worldwide
multilingual network of researchers and genealogists
providing both individual and regimental history
research.
Nikki Archer-Waring, Managing Director of Spirit
of Remembrance (Spirit) says: “We at Spirit of
Remembrance like to think we are more than just
‘another’ battlefield tour operator. Not only do we
insist on using the best specialist Battlefield Guides
which of course means wherever and whenever
possible we use qualified GBG Guides, we are also a
fully licensed travel and tour operator providing both
battlefield and remembrance tours and a full suite of
pre and post travel services worldwide. Spirit of
Remembrance also excels in pioneering new tours
and services i.e. this year SOR took over 200 clients
from Paris, Lille and London to Anzac Day at VillersBretonneux in France.”
Our Guides will be familiar to readers of this
magazine since so many of them are your colleagues
and several hold the coveted badge of the Guild, a
visible sign of their competence and dedication.
Colonel Christopher Newbould is Spirit’s Chief
Battlefield Guide and typifies the high standard of
our guides. Christopher is a retired Gloucestershire
Regiment officer who served for 40 years and saw
active service in Borneo and Northern Ireland. We
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also have on our team Rhydian Vaughn who is our
Platinum Battlefield Tours Manager. Rhydian is an ex
Welsh Guardsman and has pioneered the idea of
exclusive top end battlefield tours using the very best
of luxury inclusions for transport, (helicopters
anyone?) accommodation and food.
Our professionalism and fierce dedication to our
core values since our inception in 2011 has already
rewarded us with various high profile commercial
accolades including finalist in the 2015 Kent KEiBA
‘Success in International Markets Award’. Spirit is
now also confirmed as one of only 9 official partners
in ‘The Liberation Route Europe’. This EU
Parliament funded LRD NEXT project has confirmed
Spirit as the lead partner for trans-national tourism
packages and joint lead partner for the guide
community. Colonel Christopher Newbould is listed
as external staff (consultant) for this project as he has
played a major part in Spirit being awarded this
honour. Most recently Spirit has also been appointed
to represent the Vimy Foundation for all tours
including the 2017 Centenary of Vimy.
We look forward to these coming WW1 centenary
years as much as we do to the many important WW2
and other anniversaries in the years to come. We do
this in the knowledge that we could not do so
without The Guild and we look forward to many
more years of working together. Any guides
interested in guiding for Spirit please contact myself
(Nikki) or Christopher.”

Boy looking at memorial at Vimy Ridge.

24

|

Despatches

LEARNINGguide
FICTION AND ITS USES FOR
THE BATTLEFIELD GUIDE
John Cotterill
In years gone by, when a friend recommended a book
to me, I would reply that I had not got time to read
fiction – pronouncing the latter word with a
condescending sneer. I might then bang on pompously
about primary sources. In the back of the mind of
many guides lurks the fear that we might confuse fact
with fiction and start ascribing the heroics of Richard
Sharpe to a real rifleman or John Aubrey to a real
naval officer if we spend time reading fiction.
Over the years, however, I have come to realise that
some works of fiction provide one of the best ways to
imbibe the spirit of a particular army, campaign,
period or country. They ‘colour in’ the gaps between
the primary sources of war diaries and digests of
service and colour is what they provide. They enable a
guide to describe, with greater facility, what it was
like to be there. The best ones can almost allow one
to answer the question: “what would they have
thought about …….?” And thus helps put you and
your customers in the boots of the men who fought.
A scan of my library shelves reveals the following
works of fiction that I go back to again and again
when preparing to guide tours in an era that I may
not have touched for months or years:
Mediaeval Warfare: I have never read anything to
rival “The White Company” by Conan Doyle
American War of Independence: “Cato’s War” by
Guy Wheeler is particularly good on the endless
marching through the swamps and forests of the
Carolinas and the vulnerability of isolated loyalists.
Peninsular War: “Seven Men of Gascony” by RF
Delderfield provides a far better insight into the
hearts of the Grand Armee than all the Sharpe books
do to Wellington’s army. It is probably more useful
than “The Tales of Brigadier Gerard” by Conan
Doyle despite the latter being a great read. I doubt if
there will ever be a better work of fiction written
about fighting the French alongside the Spanish
guerrillas than “The Gun” by CS Forester.
Crimean War: Two series of books are worth
reading; the four books about Sergeant Jack
Crossman of the Connaught Rangers by Garry
Douglas Kilworth and the six books about
Lieutenant Philip Hazard RN by Vivian Stuart.

The latter series is particularly useful as it covers the
relatively unknown naval aspect of the Crimean war.
Great War: The best guide to the psyche of British
general officers in the Great War must be “The
General” by CS Forester. Similarly indispensable, but
this time as a guide to the psyche of the British
regimental officer is the trilogy by John Masters “By
the Green of Spring”, “Heart of War” and “Now
God be Thanked”. His book “The Ravi Lancers”
provides a glimpse into the mind of the Indian soldier
fighting on the Western Front. Classics such as “The
Patriot’s Progress” by Henry Williamson, “Her
Privates We” by Frederic Manning and, of course
“The Complete Memoirs of George Sherston” by
Siegfried Sassoon are so closely based on fact that
they hardly seem to count as fiction at all. My top ten
would certainly include “Birdsong” by Sebastian
Faulks – for a sense of the claustrophobic world of
the tunnellers and “the Regeneration Trilogy” by Pat
Barker is the best source I have found on the dawn of
realisation that ‘shell shock’ was more than just
cowardice. I must mention the worst work of fiction
on the Great War I have ever read, which is
undoubtedly “The First Casualty” by Ben Elton.
If you missed the Guild weekend to Dublin, read
“A Star Called Henry” by Roddy Doyle. Fiction it is,
but it paints a convincing picture of the chaotic, and
almost accidental, nature of the Dublin Uprising.
Staying with ‘forgotten fronts’, “An Ice Cream War”
by William Boyd seems an unbelievable tale until one
studies the East African campaign and finds that the
most far-fetched incidents in the book are all based
on fact. The German experience is perhaps best
covered in fiction by “All Quiet on the Western
Front” by Eric Maria Remarque.
Spanish Civil War: The fight against fascism in
Spain attracted artists of all kinds so this war is
particularly well served by fiction. Both of the
classics: “A Moment of War” by Laurie Lee and “For
Whom the Bell Tolls” by Hemingway are compulsory
for anyone trying to understand this complex conflict
Second World War: For me one book stands alone.
There can be no better explanation, in the world of
fiction, of the struggle to keep alight the flickering
flame of professionalism in the inter-war British
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Army than “Man of War” by John Masters. Its
concluding chapters are essential reading for anyone
who guides Dunkirk 1940. “Atonement” by Ian
McEwan is a soldier’s view of the chaos of Dunkirk.
It would be unthinkable to try to guide the Battle of
Malta (or indeed any of the battles in that island’s
history) without reading “The Kappillan of Malta”
by Nicholas Monsarrat. There is no doubt that the
Second World War has not spawned as many works
of classic fiction as the Great War and one can debate
the reasons for that. I believe they are tied up in the
‘Great’ in Great War as far as Britain is concerned.
There are three books sometimes described as
novels: “The Forgotten Soldier” by Guy Sajer, “The
Recollections of Rifleman Bowlby” by Alex Bowlby
and “The Fortress” by Raleigh Trevelyan, that are,
like the books of Williamson and Manning in the
Great War, basically autobiography with the names of
individuals and units changed to avoid giving offence.
They are, none the less, useful primers on what it was
like to fight on the Eastern Front, in the Apennines
and at Anzio respectively. Where, however, is the
great British novel on the Normandy campaign or the
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campaign in North West Europe in general? Answers
please on a postcard ……
Finally mention must be made of Alan Mallinson’s
excellent series of eleven books about the early 19th
century cavalryman Matthew Hervey, the twenty
books on the Aubrey-Maturin Napoleonic era naval
partnership by Patrick O’Brien and the progenitor of
the whole genre; the ten Hornblower novels of CS
Forester. Finally, it is hard to believe that Rudyard
Kipling never served in the British Army in India in
the late 19th century and George Macdonald Fraser’s
nine book Flashman series is as informative on the
colonial campaigns of the 19th century as his
MacAuslan trilogy are about the British army in the
immediate aftermath of World War Two.
Some of the classics: Masters, Kipling, Forester,
Conan Doyle and Delderfield spring to mind, contain
gems about the nature of fighting men, the trials and
tribulations of command and the face of battle that
transcend the era in which their books are set. They, in
my view, are far superior to most works of non-fiction
in helping a battlefield guide who has never served in
the military to understand what it is like to fight.

PROBLEMS on tour
Ranald Shepherd
Last year I took a group from Glasgow on a Battlefield Study to
Waterloo and Ypres. Our route was via the Hull-Zebrugge Ferry.
However, on leaving Hull, the Ferry ‘crashed’ - well, scraped the
harbour wall. This resulted in a 24hr delay and the loss of our
day to Waterloo.
This is when one of the group, Andy Hadfield (pictured sitting
with arm behind head), produced a model kit that he had made
with his son. So, with the blessing of P&O staff we set up our
model in the corner of the piano bar. Participants were already
armed with a comprehensive set of maps and between these, the

Ranald setting up Picton’s Division with Dom Alkin (left)
and with Andy Hatfield (above).

model and complimentary coffee, we soon became
immersed in the finer points of the Battle.
We might not have ‘sniffed the cordite’ but as
we discussed Uxbridge's counter-attack with the
strains of ‘Chariots of Fire’ playing in the
background, (the piano player came on to play a
set), there was a certain “Je ne sais quois” that I
had not experienced before when Guiding.
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GUIDEbooks:
THE BATTLE LINES OF
FRENCH FLANDERS
THE GURKHAS
200 Years of Service
to the Crown
By Maj Gen J C Lawrence CBE
Encapsulating 200 years of
distinguished military history
is quite a challenge, the most
difficult question is what to
leave out rather than what to include. In this
case the balance is just right for this style of
commemorative book. The history contained within
captures the ethos and distinctive identity of the Gurkha
soldier without overwhelming the reader. The narrative
is interesting and engaging but this is above all a visual
history and in that respect it is superb. The images used
have clearly been very carefully selected to tell the
Gurkha story in a colourful and dramatic way - the
result is an impressive single volume history. All proceeds
from the sale of this book support the work of the
Gurkha Welfare Trust.

Neuve Chapelle, Aubers
Ridge, Festubert, Loos
and Fromelles
By Jon Cooksey & Jerry
Murland
When you are onto a winning
formula it makes absolute sense
to stick with it, this new
addition to the Battle Lines
series does just that. The template of good
maps, anecdotal stories and plentiful imagery has been
applied to the ‘forgotten front’ of French Flanders in
1915. Plenty of choice within and lots of practical advice
on both walking and cycling routes that enable the
reader to explore these overlooked battlefields – A sound
purchase for any Battlefield Guide.
Published by Pen & Sword Military
RRP £14.99
paperback, pp232

Published by Uniform Press
RRP £40.00
hardback, pp244

SUVLA - AUGUST
OFFENSIVE
MONTE CASSINO

Battleground Gallipoli

A German View

By Stephen Chambers

By Rudolf Bohmler

The Battleground series is by
now familiar to most Guild
members and to many
battlefield visitors who like to
read them on tour. If you find
the prospect of a client
reading a guide book behind you, then you are in
trouble if they are armed with this one! Guild Member
Stephen Chambers has produced another great example
of a battleground series. Plenty of useful photographs,
interesting anecdotal accounts and critically, plenty of
maps.- highly recommended.

Foreword By Peter CaddickAdams
I am confident that I am
preaching to the converted when
I say that any understanding of a
battle is incomplete if events
have not been studied from both perspectives.
Monte Cassino and the Italian campaign continue to
attract more battlefield tourists, so this re-print is both
timely and useful. This book provides an excellent firsthand account of the fighting woven into a workmanlike
overview of the strategies on both sides of the Gustav
Line. – Worth having.
Published by Pen & Sword Military
RRP £25.00
hardback, pp314

Published by Pen & Sword Ltd
RRP £14.99
paperback, pp250

www.gbg-international.com

WATERLOO

Quatre Bras - The
French Perspective

By Gareth Glover

By Andrew W. Field

Published by Pen & Sword Military
RRP £25.00
hardback, pp267

RACE FOR THE
REICHSTAG
The 1945 Battle for Berlin
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PRELUDE TO
WATERLOO

Myth and Reality
Waterloo 200 has generated a
mixed crop of new Waterloo
titles; thankfully this one sits
comfortably above the quality
line. It is exceptionally well
illustrated using contemporary
and modern artists to bring
the battle to life. A generous
spread of good clear maps and some genuinely
interesting historical vignettes engage the reader and
deliver the complexities of the battle in easily digestible
bite size chunks. There is a healthy helping of myth
challenging and busting too! Worth investing in a copy.

|

I liked this book; it is a wellbalanced account of the clash
at Quatre Bras. The chapters
are very nicely illustrated
with a series of monochrome and
colour maps that illustrate the chronology of the
narrative well. Although published out of sequence with
the Waterloo volume it compliments it well and shift the
readers view to the other side of the crossroads. Overall a
thumbs up - Perhaps slightly overpriced but nevertheless
a useful addition to any Napoleonic Guides library.
Published by Pen & Sword Military
RRP £25.00
hardback, pp222

EVENTguide
2015-16

By Tony Le Tissier
The storming of the Reichstag by
Soviet troops ranks amongst the
most iconic moments in WW2
history. The vicious fighting for
the city and the death of Adolf
Hitler during the battle continue
to fascinate even the tourist with little
interest in visiting battlefields. This paperback issue
compliments previous titles on Berlin that will be
familiar to Berlin guides and it is of similar high
standard to the other titles in the range. Worth investing
in a copy if Berlin is included in your portfolio of tours.
Published by Pen & Sword Ltd
RRP £14.99
paperback, pp288

7 Aug 15 - Badged Guides Dinner
– Graeme Cooper
8-11 Oct 15 - Arnhem Weekend
– Wybo Boersma
Nov 15 - UK Validation Event
location TBC in the South East –
Tim Saunders
Nov 15 - Validation Event Dieppe
Date TBC – Tim Saunders
4 Dec 15 - Christmas Lunch at UJC
London – Andy Thompson
19-21 Feb 2016 - Guild AGM
– Council

10 Questions:
It is very visible and the roots of modern combined
arms battle are very clear. I also like its multinationality, Australians, British and Americans
together in a really successful action.

Name: Rob Deere
Age: 49
Nationality: British
Home Location: Devon
Tour Company: Sole Trader –
Freelance
Validating: Intending, waiting for November
dates

5. Which battlefield would you like to visit in the
future? I would like to go to South Africa and visit
some of the old Gordon Highlander battlefields.

In each edition of Despatches, we will be introducing a
member of the Guild. In this edition, it is Rob Deere.
1. How long have you been interested in battlefields
and what was it that initially attracted your interest?
I was a regular infantry officer for 20 years, it
started as a professional interest and has continued
from there.
2. Have any experiences stood out? A staff ride in
Berlin in 1993 when a German veteran described
fighting the Russians as a 16 year old boy in the old
Olympic Stadium, absolutely electric. Also, when
working in Liberia and having my Liberian driver
take me around his battle as a sniper in the fighting
for the bridges in Monrovia, there is nothing like
sharing a personal history!
3. What do you enjoy the most about battlefield
guiding? Being in the outdoors and sharing the
experience and thought with interested and like
minded people, particularly when they have a strong
family or other connection to the battlefield. I was
recently at Bullecourt with an older Australian man
whose father had fought at Second Bullecourt, very
powerful.
4. What is your favourite stand, location or battlefield
and why? I am enjoying Le Hamel at the moment.

NEWmembers:
Robert Aubery
Andrew Brentnall - rejoining
David Randall
Ben Mayne
Cliff Lloyd
Peter Harrop
Andrew Simkins

6. What have you enjoyed the most about being a
member of the Guild? The friendship and support
of like minded people.
7. If there was a fire and you could only save one
battlefield-related book or prop, what would you
save and why? I have a copy of Wavell’s “Other
Men’s Flower’s” which went to the Western Desert
and much later went to Iraq and Afghanistan with
me, I occasionally read some of the poems on tour
now.
8. What type of group do you think is the most
challenging to lead on a tour? Groups that are
steeped in national or regimental myths. I really
enjoy these and they always respond brilliantly to
having their beliefs gently challenged, leading to a
great dialogue and fantastic learning for all of us.
9. What’s the best tip, story or nugget of information
you have been given by a fellow battlefield guide?
Don't take props resembling weapons on Eurostar.
10. What is the funniest or most dramatic thing you
have seen on tour? The faces on a young Belgian
couple when I was off piste in Polygon Wood and
almost tripped over them, they clearly thought they
were alone.

New members who have been welcomed to the Guild
between April 2015 and the date of publication.

Malcolm Barnes
Gary Keith
David Grainger - rejoining
Gary Edwards
Dirk Smit
Stuart Ross
Ian Stephenson

Greg Daniels
Don Mitchell
David Nunn
Malcolm Clough
John Sadler
John Harris
Scott Brand

Brian Gillbanks
Colin Jones
Howard McGee
Malcolm Jones- rejoining

