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Cover image: Normandy in November - Sometimes the elements do work in your favour, Julian Whippy explains the battle for the
Mederet Causeway in June 1944. The River was flooded as it was during the hard-fought battle for the Bridge, the iconic figure of
Iron Mike stands sentinel. (Picture Staff Ride Ltd)
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Walking Wartime London in November, Clive Harris
taking the Badge onto the streets of London with a Battle
Honours London Blitz Walk.

Material for publication in the
Summer edition of ‘Despatches’
must be with the Editor no
later than 1st July 2020.
This is a deadline and
submissions should be sent as
far in advance as possible.
All material should be
sent via Guild Secretary
Tony Smith at:
secretary@gbg-international.com

The Nathaniel Wade Award went to Simon Bendry for his significant contribution to the UK Government FWW Centenary
Programme for Schools. Simon also received his GBG Badge at the Annual Conference. Pictured with Simon are some of
the GBG Accredited Guides that worked on the hugely successful programme.
L-R Andy Johnson, Allan Wood, Simon Bendry, Tony Smith, Tim Stoneman and Terry Webb.
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OPENINGshot:
THE CHAIRMAN’S VIEW
Welcome fellow members and Guild Partners to the
Annual Conference edition of your magazine,
‘Despatches’. It is traditional at the turn of the year to
reflect on the past and whether you consider yourself to
be a Battlefield Guide, a Historian or both, we do tend to
live and work in the past. So here goes… We are,
depending on your definition either in the final year of a
decade or if you apply things more loosely, at the
beginning of a brand new, post-FWW Centenary decade.
The Guild is not much older than that and we have come
a long way from our conception in a pub car park to our
subsequent birth at RAF Marham in Norfolk. We are
now a well-established, growing and confident
organisation that is thriving in the new century.
The first decade of the 21st Century has certainly seen
dramatic changes in the Battlefield Tour Industry, so
much of that has been driven by technology, principally
the internet. The most successful guides today continue
to maintain their ever-important thespian streak, telling
their story in both an engaging and accessible way that
is open to as diverse an audience as possible. However,
to maintain a position as a credible guide today, we
must harness the internet and Social Media (SM) for the
key functions of research and marketing purposes. The
latter can however be a double-edged sword that can if
poorly handled, leave enduring scars on a personal and
professional reputation. I still despair when I see SelfDrive Guides awarding themselves drinking medals on
their SM Guiding Account or just plain old bigoted
political views, extremes of religion and a heavy helping
of bad language – all saved in the ether for eternity were
a potential client or employer will find it. It does no
harm to take time to review and consider our own SM
output and ensure that we as individuals are not causing
offence or unwittingly inflicting reputational self-harm.
This kind of behaviour can also taint the Guild as a
collective if the said individual advertises his or her GBG
membership on the same timeline.
The complexities of technology and Social Media
aside, the core skills of guiding are long-established and
unlikely to change, they sit at the heart of what we as a
Guild are all about. The development of our own
personal skill set and the opportunity to improve
through Validation and Accreditation is priceless. Those
key skills are at the heart of the Validation Programme,
even a cursory scan reveals Assignments covering
Itinerary Planning, Customer Care, Research Skills,
Marketing and of course, the ability to deliver a
historically accurate narrative in a clear and engaging
manner appropriate to your audience. The recent
amendments to the Validation Programme have ensured
that it is as valid and well thought out now as it was a
decade ago. If you are yet to commit to validation, I ask
you to talk to those who have completed it or who are
progressing through it, they will tell you it has made
them a better Guide. Whether we look back or into the
future, we can all be very proud to be members of an

inclusive, international
organisation. A Guild that continues to offer an
unrivalled programme of self-improvement, friendship
and peer review.
As we go to print in 2020, two newly Accredited
Members have been announced, we can all look forward
to congratulating a new wave of Badges being awarded
at the GBG Awards Dinner. Another positive step
forward is that we have a new Guild Partner in Canada,
welcome to ‘Liberation Tours’ and its distinguished team
of Canadian Historians. This year’s Conference will have
Members attending from across UK, Australia, Belgium,
Canada, the Netherlands, Ireland, the USA, Italy,
Macedonia and France. We have also just had a new
member join us in South Africa! There has been much
comment about the low number of female Battlefield
Guides seen on the battlefields. Although demographics
are against us, I believe that it is fair to say that we are
being proactive in approach to encouraging female
guides to join us and that a significant proportion of the
female guides working in what is essentially a male
orientated sphere have become members – long may this
positive trend continue!
In Summary – The GBG is in good shape and ready
to embrace the challenges of the new decade. The
Management Board continues to work hard to improve
every aspect of what we do and to reinforce the
foundations and structure of your Guild. I would like to
thank those who have contributed and supported that
process to date. We shall continue to grow in our
collective strength, stature, diversity and above all, we
are adapting to change. It is reassuring that we progress
while still retaining our original desire for improvement,
underpinned with the enduring ethos of fraternity that
sparked the conception of our unique Guild.
I do hope that you will all continue to enjoy your
membership and get as much out of it as you possibly
can. We are a very specialist profession that is few in
number, opportunities to meet and share our knowledge
and experiences of what we do are few and far between.
Being a GBG members offers so many practical benefits
and access to an international network of members who
offer friendship, a huge pool of knowledge and the bond
of a shared interest and passion for our craft – Please
make the most of your membership.
Finally – Wherever you all are across the guiding
world, I hope you are all enjoying your Battlefield
Guiding. Whichever battlefields that you tread, if you
meet a fellow member take the time to say hello and
share your knowledge and experience. That is, after all,
what our Guild is all about. If you are at the
Conference, I will hopefully get to talk to you about
your guiding and the GBG, if not, have a great year and
we will meet somewhere on the battlefields…
Mike Peters
Chairman
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HOLD YOUR HORSES
Lucy Betteridge-Dyson
I am a huge proponent of harnessing social media to help educate and encourage
interest in military history particularly among younger generations, but it does
have an unfortunate side effect of giving new life to some of the age-old myths of
the Great War.
‘Fake news’ is something which has
plagued the field of military history
long before Donald Trump
popularised the phrase, and I know
that I am not alone in finding myself
incredibly frustrated at trying to stem
the flow of ‘duff history’ perpetuated
by the regular sharing of photographs
with erroneous captions.
The picture to the right is a prime
example and one which particularly
grinds my gears. It is often circulated
accompanied by a caption such as
“1916 - soldiers pay tribute to the
horses who died in the Great War”.
Whilst this is a gushingly lovely
sentiment, it is quite untrue, which is
a shame because the real story behind
the photo is actually very interesting…
The photo is actually part of a
series of shots taken by Michigan
photographer, Almeron Newman.
Newman was born in Portland in
1875 and began professionally taking
photos in 1899. By 1918 he was living
in New Mexico, where he registered
for the draft for the First World War.

Newman had developed a reputation as a specialist in panoramic and forced perspective photography,
which suited the fashion at the time for ‘living photography’ - the technique of using people to create scenes
and objects. In August 1918 he took one of his most famous photos whilst working as a military
photographer at Camp Cody. Camp Cody was an Army camp in New Mexico, originally created to defend
against the threat from Mexico during the First World War. It was a training camp for the National Guard,
where troops received basic training before leaving for Europe and was home to the 34th Infantry Division nicknamed the Sandstorm Division due to the camp's desert climate.
The fashion for living portraits swept America during the war (and post-war) years and they were used
extensively in patriotic propaganda. The photos captured the public’s imagination and were popular too with
photographers, who could charge a premium for such technically complex shots and sell multiple copies of
the same image.
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So, what of our famous ‘tribute to the horses
of WW1’? Well, over the years the photo has
been reused and watermarked multiple times
with misleading information which has
perpetuated the myths surrounding it. It was
actually taken by Newman at Camp Cody in
January 1919 and features 650 men of the
Auxiliary Remount Depot No 326 ‘in a
symbolic head pose’ of a horse known only as
‘The Devil’. The Devil was the saddle horse of
Maj. Frank G Brewer, the Remount
Commander. The term saddle horse simply
means a horse reserved for riding only and is
often used to refer to a favourite mount. I have
tried to find further information on Maj.
Brewer without much luck. Interestingly the US
National Archives has a copy of the
photograph, recorded in 1921, where Brewer is
referred to as Colonel Frank C Brewer, instead.
In their version, there is also a photo of a horse.
This was likely used by Newman to model the
scene, perhaps it may even be ‘The Devil’
himself (or herself as the case may be!). In the
background, one can see fabulous detail of the
Remount camp with paddocks of horses
stretching far into the horizon, the expression
on the faces of the men can also be clearly seen.

www.gbg-international.com
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THE REMEMBRANCE TRUST
- TAKING UP THE SLACK
Matt Maer

In this rather stunning photo, Almeron captured men of the Sandstorm
Division carefully arranged to form their divisional crest.

There is no evidence to suggest this photo was taken in tribute to the millions of horses who served in the
Great War, but it is a stunning photograph which gives us an insight into one of the largest remount depots
in America in the immediate post war period. I only hope that in time the myth that accompanies the picture
on Twitter and Facebook etc will die out and we can use the shot to bring attention to the history of Camp
Cody, the work of the U.S. remount services and this interesting element of photographic history.

There is a widespread misunderstanding
that the admirable Commonwealth War
Graves Commission takes responsibility
for the care of all graves and memorials
for British and Commonwealth
servicemen and women from two world
wars: and on exceptional cases, those
outside these wars e.g. the Falklands. In
fact, they only care for graves of
personnel killed after 1914. No one
now has responsibly for those killed
before 1914.
The Remembrance Trust, therefore,
has as its objective the worldwide
restoration of the monuments and
At the Naval Cemetery at Zanzibar
graves of those who gave their lives for
we hope to work in partnership to restore these graves
their country and which are, in most cases, in a very
and add them to heritage trails. More research and
poor condition.
funding will be needed in order to successfully complete
At the moment, all of the projects that we have
this project and planning is underway to determine how
completed, and those that are in progress, have come
The Remembrance Trust will achieve this.
about due to people approaching us in relation to a
Another project in progress is the research for the
grave or cemetery that they have a connection with.
restoration of naval graves found on Grave island,
Because of the wide range of countries and continents
Zanzibar. On this island, can be found the neglected
that are included in our remit, public engagement is
Naval Cemetery where lie the graves of sailors who
beneficial to The Remembrance Trust in order to bring
died, largely from the 1870s, when the British arrived
attention to potential restoration projects. Research on
in Zanzibar to extend their trading empire and
sites can be done, to a certain extent, remotely, but
having direct contacts in the area or country where there establish Royal Navy bases in Zanzibar and on Funzi
Island near the neighbouring island of Pemba to tackle
are possible graves or memorials is a key factor in the
the slave trade, which was still flourishing in the region
success of the work done by The Remembrance Trust.
at that time. Many of these graves are broken, worn
One project that we have identified that could start
and water damaged with faded inscriptions as well as
this year is the restoration of British military and naval
being overgrown.
graves at various sites in Falmouth, Antigua. Jones
Projects such as these are vital to not only honour
Valley in Shirley Heights has three known historical
cemeteries. In March 2019, the Heritage Department of the memory of the fallen, but also to highlight the
heritage that the British Military and Navy has across
the National Parks Authority initiated a project
the world. The restoration of these graves and
recording the military cemeteries and burials within the
memorials provides opportunities for education and
Nelson’s Dockyard National Park. As part of the
local craftsmen, something that is appreciated locally
proposal exercise, thirteen marked and unmarked
by the various countries wherein the projects take
cemeteries were identified within the Park, including
place, and is relevant to Britain, especially as the
three discreet cemeteries along the Jones Valley Path.
country enters a new era, in building bridges through
Whilst these cemeteries are already known to National
local partnerships which encourage a knowledge and
Parks staff, a thorough survey and mapping project of
greater understanding of the positive role that Britain
these three cemeteries has, until now, not been
has played in the world over the centuries.
undertaken. A report that covers the first of these
cemeteries was given to The Remembrance Trust and
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BATTLE OF ARONA
Adam Williams
Thousands of tourists visit Arona each year. It is a most beautiful town with
wonderful views overlooking the lake. I sit and watch the tourists bimble by,
clutching their Gelatos and browsing the various shop windows at an incredibly
slow pace. I wonder how many of them are aware of the ferocious fighting that
took place here during the 1940s and how brutal both the Italian Fascists and
German forces were in the local area.
I expect not all readers are aware of the resistance
movements in Italy, so here is a very brief
background. The Italian Resistance, known as la
Resistenza was a very generic term for various
resistance groups (Italian Resistance and Italian
Partigiani) that opposed both the NAZI movement
and the Italian Social Republic (RSI). The National
Liberation Committee was formed in early September
1943 and was central to co-ordination of the various
activities of the resistance. It is also important to
remember that there was resistance to the Fascist
Italian Government long before the Second World
War. Several terms have been thrown around to
define the resistance movement etc, to avoid
confusion it can be simplified that the war against the
Fascist Italian Government is known as the Italian
Civil War whereas the war against NAZI Germany is
the Italian Liberation War.
Following the Armistice on 3rd September 1943,
the resistance movement stepped up their activities
considerably. They had some notably good successes;
in Piombino (Tuscany), when Operation Achse was
launched by the Germans (forcible disarming of
Italian Armed Forces). The resistance managed to
destroy seven landing barges (Marinefahrprahme)
and six Luftwaffe service boats, killing over 120
Germans, injuring a further 120 and capturing over
200 when the Germans tried to forcibly land and
enter the small harbour town.
German retaliation to any such activity by the
resistance was brutal. Generally, for every German
loss, where the perpetrators escaped, ten innocent
villagers were executed.
Whilst the Germans and Italian Fascists thought
this would send a strong message out and deter any
more resistance attacks, it had the opposite effect.
The resistance movement grew stronger. By May
1944, approximately 75,000 Partigiani existed and
this number grew to 100,000 in three months and by
April, 1945, the number totalled 250,000.

Plan of attack

National Liberation Committee flag

Weapons and ammunition were generally
commandeered through various ambushes and it is
fair to say that not every Partigiani was equipped
with a weapon. Military formations, as we know
them, were not quite standard in size. Some units had
squads whereas others had Plotone (Platoons), some
units had Battalions and others had Detachments.
Generally, there were three Brigades per Division and
three Battalions per Brigade.
In the Valsesia area north west of Milan, the 1st
Division (Fratelli Varalli) amongst other Divisions,
were put into action when the General Command of
Brigate Garibaldi issued ‘Directive No 16’, warning

all combatants to prepare themselves for the general
insurrection in all of Northern Italy. This order was
issued on 10th April 1945 to coincide with the Allied
Forces pushing north east.
On the 9th April 1945, a draft plan was produced
to attack several key positions in the Garrison town
of Arona. This task fell to mainly 118th Brigade
(Servadei). But the surrounding routes into the city
had to be secure to prevent any reinforcements from
Sesto Calende and Meina. This involved four other
brigades securing key roads into Arona and creating
distractions prior to the assault. The attack was
planned for 0500hrs on the 14th April 1945.
The Italian Socialist Republic
(Repubblica Sociale Italiana (RSI))
was formed during the latter part of
1943, after the Armistice, and was led
by Mussolini and his Republican
Fascist Party. Many military units
from the Army, Navy and Air Force
had joined the RSI – these included
the Black Brigades (Brigate Nere) and
Decimal Flottiglia MAS (Decima MAS
aka XMAS).
The Brigate Nere were a fascist
paramilitary group and a particularly
nasty bunch. They not only fought
the Allies and Partigiani, but any
political opponents too. They were
also involved in the Vinca massacre
where over 160 civilians were
executed. Needless to say, they were
not popular.
Decimal Flottiglia MAS (Motoscafi
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Armati Silurante) were a
naval unit that specialized in
torpedo boats. But after
Mussolini was ousted in
1943, many of the Decima
MAS remained in northern
Italy, kept the unit title, but
fought under the RSI as an
anti-partigiani force. Locally,
together with the SS, they
had been involved in the
killing of 12 civilians from
the town of Borgo Ticino
and five petty criminals from
Castelleto Ticino.
Decimal MAS were
located north west of Sesto
Calende and in Arona town.
The Brigate Nere were also
located in Arona with
German units in Meina and
at the railway station within
Arona (believed to be 15th SS Polizei Regiment).
Although the draft plan was produced on the 9th
April, the official plan was confirmed on 12th April.
Orders were issued on 13th April for an attack to
start at 0500hrs on the 14th April. This gave very
little time for all Partigiani Brigades to brief and get
into position. It is worth bearing in mind that some
Brigades were not local to Arona. Notably, the 10th
Rocco Brigade was located in Invorio, quite some
distance away. They had the crucial task of blocking
the road from Arona to Meina to prevent Axis
reinforcements arriving from Meina mid-battle.
The Brigate Nere (VI Brigate Nera ‘Augusta

Arona Town showing German and Fascist positions
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Hotel Milano (Centre) – Nos 1,2 and 3 Platoon Objective

Cristina’) were located within the heavily fortified
‘Hotel Milano’. This was guarded front and rear
against any potential attack. The task of attacking
this fell to the 1st Battalion (Fusaro) of the Servadei
Brigade under attack the rear with the support of SAP
(Squadre d’Azione Partigiani (Partisan Action Teams))
men who would force an entry into the building.
They would be assisted by Panzershreks.
German troops guarded the train station. They
were housed in the Albergo Fossati, not far from
Hotel Milano. The train station was well-defended
and had an armoured train wagon on one of the rails.
Due to the amount of German troops and armoured
wagon, the task of attacking the station fell to the 3rd
Battalion Servadei, Arditi Servadei and members of
Alpina and Lombarda Brigade. Supporting fire from

Train Station

Servadei 3r
d Bn

Armed Tra
in

Hotel Berrini

Servadei A
rditi

Hotel Berrini was also planned with the use of a
12.7mm gun. The use of a Panzershrek was also
planned – this was to be delivered by ‘Osella’
Partiganis.
The Collegio Di Fillipi was located in the heart of
the town. Decima MAS were accommodated within
the building. Anti-aircraft guns were located on the
entrance to the Collegio and all routes in and out of
the Collegio were blocked.
All the Partigiani were to meet up at the cemetery in
Arona at 0330hrs. The cemetery was located to the
south west of the town itself by approximately 1.5km.
The main move from the start line was planned for
0500hrs, although the SAP teams were to depart at
0440hrs to destroy the telephone exchange. Three
Panzershreks were to be utilised for the attacks.
The plan assumed
that all Partigiani
Brigades would be in
position and all the
surrounding roads
would be blocked to
prevent any
Alpina/Lom
German/Fascist
barda
Bde
reinforcements arriving
mid-battle.
All the men had
arrived by 0500hrs and
were in position at the
cemetery. However, the
Panzershreks had not
turned up. Daylight
was at 0640hrs and so
Station Bldg
fearing that the element
of surprise would be
lost, the decision was
made to continue
without them. The

Partigiani departed the cemetery via two routes to
reduce the risk, the Hotel Milano team (1st, 2nd and
3rd Platoon of the 1st Bn Servadei) routed north east
along Via Vittorio Veneto and the Railway Station
team (3rd Bn Servadei, Servadei Arditi and both
Alpina/Lombarda Bde) routed eastwards along Via
Monte Rosa. It would take approximately 30
minutes to get into the various firing positions.
At about 0530hrs, on reaching the rear of Hotel
Milano, the SAP men from Osella moved into
destroy the fortified entrance due to the lack of a
Panzershrek. As they approached the rear of the
building, they were immediately compromised by a
Guard. Straight away, the Battalion Commander
(Commandante Jonson), fired at the Guard. It was
0545hrs and the battle had started. The telephone
exchange had been neutralized and it was discovered
that all of the occupants of Collegio Di Fillipi
(Decima MAS) had withdrawn to Milan.
At the front of Hotel Milano, the firing was
intense. 1st Platoon were lined up on the grass, close
to the edge of the lake firing into the front of the
building. But without the Panzershrek, it was difficult
to gain entry.
The firing at the train station was very loud.
Rounds were striking the armoured train and
peppering the platform roof. Firing from the Hotel
Berrini was effective too, striking the side of the main
train station building. Two Partigiani were fatally
injured (Bisella Luigi and Rossetti Giovanni). The
sound of the chaotic gunfire could be heard in

Bullet strike marks on platform roof
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Meina, the main garrison for the Germans. Without
any delay, they dispatched reinforcements to Arona.
As several Partigani moved to the north of the
town, a white flag incident took place at a private
house where several Germans were accommodated.
As the Partigiani moved towards the house, they
were shot.
By 0700hrs the Panzershreks had turned up. But it
was too late. 1st Platoon were pinned down and 2nd
and 3rd Platoon were getting surrounded. The
Panzershreks were eventually utilized but on targets
they were not intended for.
Due to a variety of reasons, the routes to the north
of Arona had not been blocked by the Partigiani
Brigades. The Germans managed to route into the
northern part of the town with ease and start
filtering down through the side streets. The railway
tunnel provided a very easy access for them into the
heart of Arona where snipers took to the various
church spires.
A number of Partigiani had been killed to the
north of the town as the reinforcements from Meina
moved in (Gemma Osvaldo, Nobile Giuseppe, Tiboni
Gian Carlo, Saette and Buggio Angelo). The Germans
moved closer in towards the Hotel Milano and the
train station. A second white flag incident took place
behind the hotel which resulted in the death of
Giuseppe Guazzoni.
1st Platoon were still pinned down and withdrew
to the south east through the boatyard when they
had expended all their ammunition. As more
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A name plaque has been erected
where each Partigiani fell and there are
several commemorations to honour the
fallen throughout the year. The Battle
of Arona was only one event – there
are many events and many sites in the
region.
If any reader wishes to visit the area,
please contact me through the Guild.
Arona is an incredibly friendly town
and offers a very warm welcome,
fantastic walks and incredible history.
The Gelatos are quite nice too!
With thanks to Professor Giovanni Di
Bella, Giulia Bacchetta, Signora Sabina
and the Arona Tourist Office for their help
in the research of this battle.

GUILDmerchandise
With the winter guiding season fast approaching now is the time to get your orders
in for your Guild clothing! All items are available with either the GBG logo or
Accredited member badges. The range includes:
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Giuseppe Bacchetta – a local Partigiani, immediately after the battle

Partigiani tried to withdraw, they too were shot. Bogiachini
Stefano and Idrella Luigi were killed on the side of the lake,
Pirale Ezio was killed in behind the Collegio Di Fillipi and
Ferrari Renato was killed by the telephone exchange.
For the 2nd and 3rd Platoon behind the Hotel Milano, the
situation was dire. They were completely surrounded and
very low on ammunition. They eventually found a sewerage
drain and essentially hid from the Germans until the evening.
The train station attack had gradually come to a halt too and
the attacking Partigiani withdrew to the south west. By
1130hrs, the fighting had ended.
All of the Partigiani had withdrawn to Mercurago church
where the injured were treated. 12 Partigiani had been killed
along with four Civilians. By late evening, 2nd and 3rd
Platoon had turned up smelling rather ripe from their time in
the sewers! The Divisional Commander was not happy that
the routes to the north of the area had not been secured. But
with the rushed planning and difficulty in logistics and
communication, it is inevitable that the attack did not go as
planned. The German losses were relatively minor in
comparison, apparently only one loss but many injured. The
Battle of Arona certainly gave both the Germans and Fascists
a bloody nose.
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The easiest way to order is online via the Guild website – go to:

www.gbg-international.com/shop/
and pick what you want in the sizes you want.
Commandante 118 Servadei Brigade
‘Armando’ Caldera

If you don’t want to pay online you can still send a cheque for the required amount
to the Secretary at: Trenanton, Shutta Road, Looe, Cornwall. PL13 1HP
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GUIDING BERLIN
Christopher Finn, MPhil, FRAeS, Director of Validation
This article is based primarily on the Guild Recce to Berlin in October 2019,
leavened with the experience of leading ten staff rides and battlefield studies there,
and three trips to Berlin during the Cold War.
Hauptbahnhof, stopping only at Ostbahnhof, where
you
can change onto the city transport network.
UK to Berlin by coach; probably by overnight ferry
The
Berlin city transport network is outstanding
crossing as it is an eight-hour drive from Zeebrugge
with the SBahn and UBahn train networks, an
to Berlin. NB a UK driver may lack ‘the knowledge’
extensive and quick tram network in the East, and a
for Berlin and it is not an easy city to drive round or
bus network filling in the gaps. There are daily, weekly
find convenient parking in, particularly in the centre.
One can also go by train; Eurostar to Brussels, thence and group tickets which cover the whole network –
just be careful to get the right one if you are going
to Cologne and the ICE to Berlin – but it’s a long
outside the central Zone. A seven-day ticket was Eu30
day’s travel. So, the usual option is to fly, into Tegel
in October. Don’t go for the more expensive Tourist
(the old French airfield) or Schoenefeld (the old
Pass unless you want access to various tourist venues as
Soviet transport base). From Tegel the TXL bus runs
well as the travel. Tickets can be purchased at the
to the Hauptbahnhof. But beware, the bendy-bus is
Information Desks at the airports and main-line
not designed for this job and has minimal luggage
stations. You have to validate your ticket before the
space, it stops enough to be used as a local bus and
first journey you make. There are machines to do this
Germans don’t queue – so it’s a scrum to get on – but
at all station platforms and bus stops – stick it in the
they do run very frequently. From Schoenefeld (and
slot and you should hear a satisfying “clunk” –
from October 2020, Berlin Brandenberg, if you can
believe that) the regional rail R14 goes to
thereafter, there are no entry or exit barriers on any
mode of transport
and the ticket must
not be revalidated. Ticket
inspectors roam
the network doing
random checks –
there are no
excuses for not
having a validated
ticket, the fines are
on-the-spot and
heavy.
For the Recce
we stayed in a
hotel just off
Alexanderplatz,
the centre of East
Berlin and a major
transport hub. It
was Eu 125 per
night single
occupancy but the
advantages were a
The group’s favourite restaurant – the 1840 in the Hakescher Markt.
full cooked

Getting to Berlin • One can, of course, go from
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breakfast and additional room occupants were only
of the complex, is not very expensive and has toilets
and a café in summer – in winter you can get a coffee
charged Eu 12 per night. If you choose to stay in a
at the entrance kiosk. The observation tower is 250 ft
cheaper hotel it will be further out from the two city
high and has a commanding view over the Maifeld,
centres so it is worth picking one near an S or UBahn
the Stadium and west Berlin, and is a great orientation
station or on a tram line (if in the old East).
stand, both physically and politically. Close by is the
If you like Pig cooked in all its different varieties
Berlin 1939-1945 War Cemetery. The cemetery
then Berlin is for you. There are other cuisines
contains 3595 Commonwealth burials of whom 80%
available, but more in West Berlin around the Zoo
are airmen of Bomber Command and 397 are
area than in the East. On the Recce we generally ate
unidentified. The burials were brought in from a very
in the Alexanderplatz area or in the Hakescher Markt
large area and include Lt Mike Sinclair (the Red Fox)
which was a 10 minute walk from the hotel. We were
(10.L.14.) who was killed whilst attempting to escape
lucky to get a table on the first two nights so it is
from Colditz. But the centre-piece is the block of 12
advisable to book, and for popular restaurants this
groups of 7 aircrew, each the crew of a heavy bomber,
may need to be a couple of days in advance.
as you enter the cemetery. There are also 265 burials
Getting a quick lunch in Berlin is a bit of a
from the Berlin Garrison era. For me this is the place to
challenge. There are fast-food outlets in all the main
focus on the realities of Bomber Command’s war, what
stations – especially the bratty & chips variety, but
it was really like to bomb “Big B” and the human costs
German curry sauce is generally tomato sauce with
of the offensive, particularly the Battle of Berlin over
heaps of paprika in it! The café above the foodhall in
the winter of 1943/44. It is worth noting that the
KaDeWe is self-service and good quality. The most
Lancaster, whilst a very survivable aircraft with an
useful café is the Berlin Pavilion, just opposite the
average loss rate of only 2.4% per night, was a deathtour check-in for the Reichstag. It has plenty of
trap and only 18.5% of Lancaster aircrew survived if
outside seating and is self-service, but often only one
till and the hot-food service
can be slow.
In terms of Battlefield
Guiding Berlin offers three
campaigns: the Combined
Bomber Offensive; the
1945 Battle for Berlin; and
the Cold War. There are
also plenty of contextual
and linking stands. The
obvious way to do this is:
Day 1 – Introduction and
the Combined Bomber
Offensive; Day 2 – Seelow
Heights and the Soviet
advance into Berlin; Day 3
– the Soviet advance into
the city and the final battle
Extinction Rebellion – Assignment 5?
for the Reichstag; Day 4 –
The Berlin Airlift and the
Cold War. NB Monday is
the closure day for many
German museums and other venues, so it pays to
their aircraft was shot down. On the way back to the
check beforehand.
Kurfurstendamm
for lunch stop at the Siegessaule
Day 1 • This can be done using public transport,
(Victory Column) where you can look up the East-West
although we walked 8 miles during that day on the
Axis
towards the Brandenburg Gate, admire Speer’s
Recce. Doing it this way commits you to organising
architecture
and consider how the road was used as an
the stands geographically, but with a coach you can be
emergency landing strip in the final days.
more chronological. The tour I’m going to outline is
After lunch rv at the Kaiser Wilhelm Memorial
based around using a local coach hire. A good starting
Church
on the Ku’damm south of the Zoo station.
point is the Olympic Stadium, not the Stadium itself
This is an anti-war memorial to peace and
which is expensive to enter and adds little, but the
reconciliation – a good place for individual reflection
Glockenturm (Bell tower). This is at the western end
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but emphatically not for a Stand! The next Stand is
the remains of the Flak Tower in Humbolthain Park.
The northern face and two ‘turrets’ remain, standing
some 250 ft above the park. Hence it is a bit of a
climb up to the top of the Tower, the last third being
up steep sets of steps which are treacherous in winter.
The view is to the north of the city, towards Tegel.
This is the place to discuss German air defence in the
round and Berlin in particular. The towers had, by

Flaktower

1943, two 128mm anti-aircraft (Flak) guns on each
corner, crewed by Hitler-jungend Auxilliaries. Flak
accounted for 70% of aircraft losses and nightfighters only 30%.
After stopping for a coffee (or a glühwein
depending on the season) in the Brandenberg Gate
area the rest of the day is easiest to cover on foot.
Walk down the back of the Holocaust Memorial onto
Gertrude-Kolmar Str. Just before the end of the park
on the right-hand side there is now a large information
board on the left identifying the site of the
Fuhrerbunker and giving a lot of good, accurate,
information. Cut across one block east to Wilhelm Str
and continue south. On the right is the German
Finance Ministry – but in WW2 it was the Air
Ministry and survived the bombing remarkably intact.
The next block on the right contained the Gestapo and
SA HQ – now demolished. Turn right onto Anhalter
Str and you will shortly come to a square in which
stands the façade of the ticket hall of the Anhalter
Bahnhof. The main station is long demolished and is

www.gbg-international.com

now a park. Here is the place to nail the lie of USAAF
“precision bombing” – on 23 February 1945 the
“bombing box” for 950 B17s was over a mile long
and a quarter of a mile wide, and 20 to 25 thousand
were killed. I also use this Stand to discuss the overall
cost of the Combined Bomber Offensive and the moral
questions it poses. “Give me ten years and you will not
recognise Germany” – Adolf Hitler.
Tony Le Tissier’s ‘Berlin Battlefield Guide’ is the
standard reference
for anyone putting
together a Berlin
tour. It takes the
reader from the
Oder River to the
Cold War and is
best used as an
encyclopaedia of
Stands from which
to choose, rather
than taking his
suggested tours
verbatim. His
‘Berlin Then and
Now’ is broader in
scope and has
better maps and
photos. Then his
‘Zhukov at the
Oder’ and ‘Race
for the Reichstag’
provide the
background depth
of knowledge
needed.
Day 2 • This can
only be done by bus or car. There is a pleasant café in
the town square at Seelow after the 1 hr 30 minute
drive from central Berlin. The Soviet Memorial is a
good place to start the day with some (now rather
tatty) examples of Soviet army hardware, a relief
model of the battlefield and a view-point from which
to orient the group. I wouldn’t spend time in the
museum and don’t watch the two films that are
available if you want to have anything left to say
yourself. Drive across the valley of the Oderbrusch,
through Reitwein to the Oder River. Elements of 8
Guards Army crossed here on 3 February 1945 and is
the start point for taking the group both physically
and chronologically along the route of Zuhkov’s 1st
Belorussian Front all the way to the Reichstag. In
Reitwein park on the roadside near the church and
walk round the base of the Spur following the signs to
the Zuhkov Bunker. Go about 600m along the path
until you come to a left turn where the path leads up
a re-entrant. After another 200m it climbs sharply up
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to the right via some steep and greasy steps to the site
of the bunker. You can’t see much, but nor could he!
There are two restaurants Reitwein and others in the
surrounding villages. But if the weather is good and
time is pressing then get sandwiches etc in Berlin and
make a picnic of lunch. The route from Reitwein
leads through Rathstock and Sachsendorf. Stop at
spot height 10.8, 1km W of Sachsendorf. From here
you can see the locations of the Soviet start line and
the various German defensive lines, leading to the
steep face of the Seelow Heights. This area is
described by Le Tissier as the ‘shooting gallery’ and is
a very obvious killing ground for the German artillery
on and at the base of the Heights.
Finish by driving up the road to Dolgellin Station
and then walk to the Saumberg, the highest point of
the Heights, dominating the Oderbrusch. Le Tissier
gives a number of potential Stands to use to cover the
Soviet advance from Seelow. Rather than Stand G1
(p119 of the Berlin Battlefield Guide) which does not
give a great view of the action, go 300m past the
village of Diedersdorf and pull off the main road at a
track just before the woods meet the road. This track
will take you down to the German defensive position,
the Stein Stellung, at the edge of the wood with a
much clearer view of the Soviet line of advance. The
other Stand we used was G2, at the Jahnsfelde
crossroads. Park just past the cross-roads and take
your life in your hands crossing Route 1. You then get
an excellent view of the ground where a Flak Bn

sacrificed itself destroying about 100 Soviet tanks. If
you have the time and the light it is worth finishing
the day at Tempelhof Airfield. The main entrance is
on the western side of the old airfield, now a public
park, on Tempelhofer Damn. Walk out onto the
airfield. This is an ideal site to cover the interaction
between Zhukov and Konievs’ forces as they start
their final assaults on Central Berlin.
Day 3 • With a fit group this lends itself to using a
mix of walking and public transport. Rather than
follow all of Le Tissier’s Berlin Tour A go to Anhalter
Bahnhof (S2 Line) and walk down the line of the
destroyed railway to Elise-Tilse-Park on the northern
bank of the Landwehr Kanal. The front line of the
German defences, this is a good place to point out that
Central Berlin is a series of islands, criss-crossed by
railways and with a goodly quantity of rubble
courtesy of the RAF and USAAF. Then cross the canal
and walk north-west picking up the stories at each
bridge. At Ps on the lines of “wouldn’t a battery of
Katyushas come in handy now”!
Lunch in the Berlin Pavilion and then go to the
south (group) entrance to the Reichstag tour centre,
directly opposite the restaurant. You have to pre-book
which is very easy to do on the Reichstag website and
have your confirmation letter with you. Slots are
timed and it pays to be there at the start of your slot.
There is airport-style security and you need photo ID.
I would not recommend the guided tour as it is now
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mostly about Germany’s place in the EU. Just
book a rooftop tour and guide it yourself.
The photos around the dome are an excellent
chronology of the rise of Nazism and the fate
of Berlin in WWII. I’d allow an hour from
checking-in to leaving the Reichstag. Walk
round the back of the restaurant to the Soviet
Memorial. This was guarded at all times
during the Cold War by a detachment of the
Soviet Army whose guardroom is at the back
of the Memorial and has a good photo
display of that time.
I was shouted at here by a non englishspeaking visitor who obviously objected to
my guiding – and this was not on the
memorial itself. A short walk gets you to
Friedrich Str where you can get the S3 to
Karlshorst. From here it is a ½ mile walk to
the Deutsch-Russisches Museum, what was
the old Soviet Army Museum and HQ. A
very historic site, with good displays and
much the best, in terms of both variety and
quality, display of Soviet military hardware. It
has toilets but no café.
Day 4 • This is another day that can only be
done by car or coach. The starting point is
Treptow Park, the Soviet Memorial in East
Berlin. From Mother Russia grieving for her
fallen children to Sgt Nikolai Maslow holding
a German girl-child and striking a Swastika
with his sword this is one massive piece of
propaganda, and the ideal introduction to the
Cold War. Then drive to Tempelhof, but this
time to the park opposite the main entrance where the
Airlift Memorial stands. I use this to cover broadly the
Airlift, and the costs, but leave the details to the next
Stand.
This is the Allied Museum on Clayallee, in the US
Garrison area in the west of Berlin. The airlift is
covered in detail in an excellent set of displays in the
old Garrison cinema. Then there is Hastings TG 503,
an airlift veteran recently restored to her original
colours. If you want to go in it, it is worth arranging
this beforehand. The main museum is devoted to
Cold War Berlin, especially the intelligence aspects,
and there is a film of BRIXMIS activities which
support later Stands. There is also a hot and cold
drinks machine by the reception. Clayallee leads to
the Route 1 to Potsdam. Park just before the
Gleinicke Bridge and take a walk to where the ‘spy
swaps’ took place. We then went via See Str to find
the second BRIXMIS Mission House, using a photo
off Wikipedia and Google Earth. The house backs
onto the Heilliger See and is now a very expensive
apartment block. Some of the residents were a bit
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Airlift Memorial

non-plussed at a group of middle-aged men and
women discussing Cold War espionage by their front
gate. In Potsdam Park in the square in the ‘Dutch
Quarter,’ by the Catholic Church. Walk one block
west and you will find plenty of different style
restaurants in the town centre. Head out of Potsdam
north on Route 2 towards Kladow and the German
Air Force (GAF) Museum at Gatow. In Hangar 3
there is a good collection of GAF aircraft from WW1
to the post-reunification period. Unfortunately, the
displays in the old Station HQ were closed, as were
the two hangars with other displays and a large
section of apron with Cold War radars and missiles.
This appears to be linked to upgrading the museum
and to its aircraft conservation work. However, the
radar and SIGINT aerial towers and domes still exist
as does a collection of, rather delapidated, Cold War
aircraft outside. So, there is still some scope here to
finish off the Cold War intelligence and operational
posture pieces. There are the usual facilities in Hangar
3 plus the obligatory ‘automat’ with its appalling

coffee. That usually
completes a long day but you
could visit the CWGC
Cemetery on the way back
into Berlin if time and light
Option Alpha
permitted.
Day 5 • This was an
additional day put in as a
recce for my next tour. The
objective was a Soviet
airfield 50 miles north of
Berlin but we took the
opportunity to visit
Sachsenhausen
Concentration Camp on the
way there. A sobering
experience, as always, but
worth visiting. The new
exhibition about the Soviet
occupation, as it is now
viewed, is in the recently
opened-up Soviet section
which was added to the
original camp after the defeat
of Germany. It contains some
intriguing photo displays of
Soviet military intelligence
officers masquerading as
regular army and air force
officers, at Garrison sports
days etc. We then drove
north to Gross Dolln
(Templin) airfield, the only
accessible part of which is
now a touring car
experience-day track. The
bistro which was advertised
there had closed down to be
replaced by the restaurant
for the experience-day
clients. This was in a Soviet Hardened Aircraft Shelter
(HAS) and they kindly made coffees for us all before
their lunch party came in. Which is how I came to be
standing at a table in a Soviet HAS explaining how
we planned to attack this airfield on Day 1 of WW3 !
The staff promptly phoned the manager, who came
over with a stack of notes on the history of Templin
airfield in the Cold War. Having explained my specific
interest in Templin he gave me his card, and offered
to put on lunch for the Buccaneer Aircrew
Association visit next June.
Alternatives • On the way back to Berlin, on the
A11, we passed the Luftfahrtmuseum on the old
Soviet airfield at Finow. This has a good collection of
Cold War Soviet aircraft, on the north-west HAS Site.
It is also not too far from Sachsenhausen. The
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German Technology Museum (just opposite the EliseTilse-Park) has a good aviation collection with a
WWII section which is broader than that at Gatow. It
also has a good restaurant and coffee shop. So, unless
you have a really good reason to go to Gatow (and
Potsdam) I would look closely at using the
Technology Museum and Finow instead.
That has been a rather eclectic look at guiding
Berlin, mostly based on the recent Guild recce,
but which obviously reflects the subjects I guide
there. However, everyone appeared to enjoy the
Recce and get something, either individual, or
professional, out of it. If anyone has any questions
or would like some specific information then
please email me: Dval@gbg-international.com
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CECIL HEALY BIOGRAPHY WINS
PRESTIGIOUS AUSTRALIAN
‘THE NIB’ LITERARY AWARD
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David Wilson
A small piece of good news that indicates that
battlefield guiding can have some unexpected and very
rewarding outcomes! In September 2017, I was privileged
to participate in the development of the Cecil Healy
biography by leading a battlefield tour in France for
authors John Devitt and Larry Writer. Healy was until
recently one of Australia’s least known sporting greats.
I wrote about our tour in the Winter 2017 issue of
‘Despatches’ in the article entitled “With Olympians
on the Somme”. The article covered the authors’
journey to research archives in both London and
Cambridge where Healy completed his officer
training. I joined the team in France where we traced
the last week of Healy’s life with the 19th Battalion
AIF before he was tragically killed in action at Sword
Wood, west of Péronne on 29 August 1918. I was
able to take the authors over the ground that his unit
crossed in the lead up to the Battle of Mont St
Quentin. I was also able to interpret the ground for
them as we visited the very place where Healy fell.
We also visited his final resting place in Assevillers
New British Cemetery.
It was a surprise to all to learn that the book had
been short-listed for the prestigious Nib Literary
Awards, sponsored by philanthropists Mark and
Evette Moran. The announcement that the book had
actually won the military history section prize of
$3,000 was made at the 2019 awards ceremony on
Thursday 14 November. The event was held at the
North Bondi Returned Services League club, attended
by around 350 people including authors, judges, past
winners, the media and members of the public.
The official media release reads as follows: “Now
in its 18th year, these prestigious national literary
awards celebrate excellence in research and writing.
The only award of its kind presented by a local
council, The Nib sits alongside Australia’s other
major literary prizes, The Stella, Miles Franklin and
Premier Literary Awards, and offers a generous prize

pool of $30,000. The awards are judged on the
quality of research, literary merit, readability and
value to the community.
The Nib Military History Prize has been awarded to
Cecil Healy: A Biography by Olympic Gold Medallist
John Devitt and Larry Writer. As part of their in-depth
research, Mr Devitt and Mr Writer travelled to the UK
and toured the battlefields of France, where Cecil
Healy, also an Olympic gold medallist swimmer, died
at war in 1918. “For 18 years, the Nib has recognised
the highest calibre of writing and research from all
around the country,” Mayor of Waverley, Paula
Masselos, said of the prize.”

In the No Drone Zone! Tim Saunders photographed at the Montecorvino airfield, Salerno by driver Stephen Fraioli, who will be
known to most Italy guides. The airfield was the objective of 169 Brigade but was eventually secured by the Guards. It could
not, however, be brought into use until the high ground beyond was cleared.

About the Authors
John Devitt AM is one of Australian sport's alltime greats, winner of four Olympic medals,
including two golds. He held the 100m freestyle
world record for four years, and was inducted into
the International Swimming Hall of Fame and the
Sport Australia Hall of Fame.
Larry Writer is the author of several best-selling
books on sport, history and crime, including Never
Before, Never Again, described as 'the finest study of
sporting success ever published in Australia', Razor,
which won the Ned Kelly Award for best non-fiction
crime book, and Dangerous Games: Australia at the
1936 Nazi Olympics, which was short-listed for the
Australian Sports Book of the Year

The Agony of Choice...will it be the Spitfire, the Hurricane or the yellow-nosed 109? Paul Beaver guiding Members through the
treasures of the Biggin Hill Heritage Hangar.
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The Corps of Drums played for us!

DOWN MEMORY LANE!
Graeme Cooper
RAF Uxbridge 2005

A Waterloo Legacy… Where our craft began?
“Soon after the battle there sprang up among the peasants of the locality
a new and lucrative trade of guides, relic vendors, and stick cutters; all
noisy and wrangling rivals, and all able and just too willing to expose
and cry down the pretensions of any one of their number who should
put up an unfounded claim for the purpose of procuring an
undue and more highly-paid share of the gains.”
J S Noldwritt, Hon Sec, Walworth Literary and Scientific Institution

Guides, relic
vendors, and stick
cutters??? but
today a team of
friendships.

So, where did the Guild begin?

One afternoon at RAF Uxbridge, Professor Richard Holmes said to Padre Andrew Jolly, Padre to the
Guild: “When you join the Guild of Battlefield Guides you very quickly realise that you are not as good
a guide as you thought you were, but very quickly you become better than you ever were!”
Following the conversation Andrew wrote the Guild Dinner
Grace. It was first said at the 2007 Reunion Dinner at RAF
Uxbridge then ‘Home of the Guild’
The Guild Dinner Grace
God bless this Guild as they dine
Eating, talking, supping wine
Exchanging stories of daring do
Of campaigns old and newer too
And as we share at this your table
A Guild of Guides may we be able
To look back at this time together
And thank You, our God
for ever and ever.
Amen

Why in a Carpark in Cambridge of course?
At lunch time on 30th November 2001 in Browns Restaurant in
Cambridge some Anglia guides were discussing guiding standards.
The idea of a craft standard and association blossomed in the car park
afterwards when an Englishman approached a Scotsman to discussed
setting up such an organisation. They next discussed the Browns
venture on Utah Beach in the following March. Over a period of a
Browns
weekend, they came up with a game plan which would hold at its very
core the desire to maintain and promote the standards of battlefield guiding.
Some 128 guides and organisations were consulted and all, but one expressed an interest in the future of such a Guild.
After two ‘Think Tanks’ and a great deal of encouragement continent-wide, 29 interested parties from the industry met
for the Guild’s Inaugural Dinner and Conference at Royal Air Force Marham on 16th November 2002.

The journey that
betters your craft!
“As a Validator at Warminster I was very encouraged by the performance of
the four candidates who presented themselves to me. It can be an intimidating
business presenting to one’s fellow guides. After some initial stage nerves the
candidates settled down to deliver competent presentations that were enjoyed
by all present. If this standard is maintained it augurs well for the future
of the Guild.” Christopher Newbould - Guild Validator
“I attended the validation at Warminster on Saturday and watched a couple
of guides go through their initial module. It was a simple and well-organised
process that involves the guide talking to a small group of his peers about a
chosen subject based on the target audience that he or she will deliver to.
I found the process fair and at the end of it the validator just asked the
audience three questions - did he know what he was talking about, did he
tell the story well and did you enjoy it?”
Alain Chissel - MD Anglia Battlefield Tours – Observer

‘Strong then….
Stronger now!’

Left: The Guild’s first Event
at Brookwood Cemetery
RAF Marham 2002

Below: Some of those we
have educated and entertained
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ASSIGNMENT 1 – SOME THOUGHTS
FROM THE VALIDATION DIRECTOR

|

FIELDguides

Christopher Finn, MPhil, FRAeS, Director of Validation
Looking at the results for the six Assignment 1’s delivered at last weekend’s Annual
Conference I am concerned at the number of candidates who still do not seem to
understand what is expected of them.
A couple of years ago we had a spate of candidates
trying to deliver as authentic a ‘Stand’ as they possibly
could because that was what they understood the
Validators actually wanted. Now we have a number of
candidates who appear to think we want a ‘lecture’,
apparently because that word is used in the Conduct
section of the Assignment – even though it is only used
in the context of describing the environment in which
Assignment 1 is conducted. So, I thought it would be
useful to explain exactly what Assignment 1 is and,
more importantly perhaps, what it is not.
The Task for Assignment 1 is: Give a talk on a
battle (or phase of a battle) to a group of people of
varying expertise and take questions. This is the exact
wording that was in the August 2010 Validation
Programme and is very little different from the
original wording. The only difference now is that we
have removed the separate 5-minute introduction –
the possible content of which was confusing
candidates – and given 25 minutes for the whole talk.
When Assignment 1 was designed, by Peter
Hewlett-Smith and Chris Scott, they were both
adamant that it should not be a demonstration of a
‘Stand’. This was primarily because a Stand is usually
just one element of a day, or days, of guiding and
therefore would not allow the candidate to
demonstrate the range of skills required. Assignment 1
was then, and is today, a stand-alone element of the
Validation Process (Module 1). The purpose being to
allow candidates to demonstrate that they possessed
the basic skills necessary to be a competent Guide.
These Skills boil down to:
• Selecting the relevant knowledge
• Presenting it in a way that is suitable for the
(specified) general audience
• Delivering the talk in a way that engages the
audience and brings the battle ‘to life’ – in other
words “smelling the cordite”.
So, let us be absolutely clear as to what Assignment 1
is NOT.
Firstly, it is NOT A STAND. Single Stands, which
are often small-unit, or even individual, actions rarely
allow candidates to demonstrate in-depth knowledge
and an understanding of the “broader political and
military context” of the battle. Too often we get a
VC action where the focus is on the individual and
the actual action takes less than 5 minutes to cover.
Secondly, it is NOT A HISTORY LESSON. Here

we find candidates focusing on the history of a
particular Regiment or Battalion and its personalities,
and the battle itself is an incidental.
Thirdly it is NOT A LECTURE, with a powerpoint
presentation and, sometimes, delivered from a script.
Then what is Assignment 1? The answer is it is
exactly what it says in the description of the
Assignment: “… a talk on a battle (or phase of a
battle) to a group of people of varying expertise …”.
Now, when candidates come to me and say “it’s not
really clear what is wanted” they are actually saying
“you are not telling me HOW to do the
Assignment,”and that is absolutely correct, we are not.
As I said on Saturday when giving my report on the
previous year’s validations: “Validation is a Peer
Review by experienced Guides and of experienced
Guides”. An experienced Battlefield Guide, and the
emphasis is on the word ‘battlefield’, should be able to
work out how they are going to deliver their
Assignment 1, in the time available and evidencing all
the required skills. After all, nearly a hundred
Accredited Members have now done so.
So, how do you do Assignment 1? That is totally up
to the individual. The last thing we want to do is to
provide a template which would just get played back to
us, and would only teach candidates how to pass
Assignment 1. How do you not do Assignment 1 is an
easier question to answer. No current validator will tell
you how to do it – they are under strict direction not to
do so – they will just refer you to the Accreditation
Manual. If someone else does tell you the guaranteed
way of passing it they will be giving an unqualified or
out-of-date answer. That is not to say that you should
ignore more general advice on, say, ways of
presenting the battle, but the decision whether to
follow that advice is the candidate’s alone. As I have
said many times “the only authoritative source of
advice is contained in the Accreditation Manual”,
both generally and specifically for each Assignment.
I will be reviewing Assignments 1 & 6 shortly and
any changes to their specifications will be in place
well before the Edgbaston Validation Day on 4 April.
However, in conclusion I will offer two authoritative
pieces of advice: There is a lot to fit into 25 minutes so
you have to prioritise, but still evidence all the Required
Skills – this is covered on pg 6 of the Accreditation
Manual. Remember, the focus of Assignment 1 is the
battle itself and how you present it.

Another wave of GBG Members have successfully passed through Wolverhampton University and graduated with an MA in
First World War Studies. Congratulations from all of us to Mark Riddiford, Paul Colbourne, Rocky Salmon (not pictured) and
Jo Hook (pictured below). The GBG presence on the course and the roles of Prof Gary Sheffield and Dr Spencer Jones have
attracted new members to the Guild.

Learned Guide - Jo Hook has also graduated at
Wolverhampton University, her dissertation was
focused on the Australian experience at
Bullecourt 1917.

The Dutch! No Conference Weekend is complete without our indomitable
members from the Netherlands, Edwin Popken, Willem Kleijn, Jim Meijer
and of course, Wybo Boersma
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A BUSMAN’S HOLIDAY?
David Harvey
After weeks of touring in Normandy, through the June 75th commemorative period, I
was really glad to be off on holiday. Just sunshine and a beach to relax on, a ‘getaway
from it’ break on a Greek island. Neither my wife, Anne, nor I were particularly bothered
about destination, but Skiathos has a good reputation for quiet holidays with clear water
beaches, so that’s where we headed.

View from the balcony

The first day on the island felt a world away from
trenches, inclement weather and warfare. But as I
stood enjoying the view from our balcony...I could
make out landscapes, in the heat haze, across the sea.
To the right was mainland Greece, to the left the
island of Euboea. Therefore the waters in-between
must be the Straights of Artemisium…Oh, no, a
battlefield site!
Other members and contributors to ‘Despatches’,
recently Adam Williams, have described how
‘inadvertently’ their family holiday has been
suspiciously adjacent to a battle site. But honestly, I
really was flabbergasted. However, not to waste the
opportunity, I started to think about what I could

recall of the Battle of Artemisium. Not a lot came to
mind, so I pulled down a copy of Herodotus: The
Histories, from the net.
Here I need to summarise a mass of detail. In 490
BC the Athenians had repulsed the Persian Empires
‘D-Day’ like invasion on the beaches at Marathon.
Ten years later the new Persian King Xerxes, set on
revenge, marched into Greece from the north with a
massive army. At sea a fleet of at least six hundred
ships paralleled the advance, including many Greek
ships commandeered along the way.
The Greek response was to try and halt both land
and sea assaults at narrows, where their numerical
inferiority may best be negated. On land this was a
‘Paratiriteirisei’, the ‘place where you look out’
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through the pine forest. Whilst Anne sunbathed, I
went for a snorkel off the headland rocks. Here came
another surprise. For down on the bottom, in about
eight feet of water, was a stone that didn’t look right.
Diving down I found it was about the width of my
shoulders but had a square profile. After several
more dives I could make out that the middle of the
rock was cut away exactly evenly on all four sides!
Could this be an anchor of some sort?
Back at the house I asked the landlady’s’ son if he
knew where I could get a small boat, with a view to
getting the stone up. He asked where had I been
snorkelling, so I told him Mandraki Beach. To my
surprise he said the original name for that beach is
Xerxes’ Harbour!
Determinedly, equipped with just a lilo, I returned
to the spot next day and eventually managed to
recover my find. Once the barnacles and other debris
were removed it became clear that this stone, made
of granite, had been fashioned to precise
measurements. The photo clearly shows what a

Spartan led army at Thermopylae and at sea a mainly
Athenian fleet stationed at Artemisium. The army
would block the Thermopylae Pass to prevent the
Persian advance on foot. The Greek fleet would need
to put to sea to prevent similar incursion in the
Straights of Artemisium.
In the detail of these plans Herodotus describes an
action to place a Greek lookout post to observe and
warn of the Persian fleets approach. The only
location for a lookout that could see both
Artemisium and the northern approaches was from
the island of Skiathos. So, by chance I was on the
‘lookout island’. Herodotus then describes how three
ships were sent to Skiathos to complete this task, but
how two are captured by Persian scout ships.
Nevertheless the remaining crew were able to get to
the desired view point. At the appropriate time they
light a beacon to enable the fleet at Artemisium to put
to sea in readiness to receive the Persian warships.
If the viewing point were on Skiathos perhaps I
could locate it? Realising that the house we were
staying in was at the top of a hill and looked out
towards Artemisium I took a wander into the field
next door until I could see north up the coast of

Greece. There, at the very highest point, where there
were both views, was a pile of boulders. Excitedly I
sought out my land-lady who said the field was
called ‘Paratiriteirisei’, literally ‘the place you
lookout’. And she said the boulders were once spread
out to make a floor, suitable for a fire. It seems I had
found the ‘smoking gun’, where the Greeks signalled
the start of the Persian/Greek war of 480 BC.
Now our holiday was really getting interesting as I
put aside my holiday reading to follow Herodotus’
story. The Greeks fought suicidally at Thermopylae
denying the might of Persian arms, whilst here in the
straights the fleets fought for three days their own
war of attrition. At night both of the navies beached
their ships on either side of the straights then rejoined the conflict. By the third day the Greeks had
lost so many ships their task seemed impossible and
then the word reached them that Thermopylae was
lost and the Spartan king was dead. With nothing
more to achieve the Greek fleet withdrew, in good
order, to Athens.
But for us, besides enjoying this holiday reading,
there were our local beaches to spend time on. One
we particularly liked, Mandraki, was just a walk

29

precision instrument it was. Yet cutting into this
granite stone must have taken weeks of work with
just primitive tools.
Looking through records of similar archaeological
finds it became clear I had recovered an anchor
stock, the weight that puts the anchor to the seabed.
And that it was most probably Greek made between
700 and 500 BC. So it seems I had recovered part of
one of Xerxes’ warships in the harbour of his name.
How lucky can an ‘off-duty’ battlefield guide get and
how close to the action but to touch an artefact last
handled in the war of 480BC?
This would be the end of my story except that next
September will be exactly two thousand five hundred
years since the events Herodotus describes (and one
edition since our new president, Dr. Spencer Jones,
described that the first battlefield tours were to
Thermopylae and Marathon). Surely it’s a golden
opportunity to turn a busman’s holiday into a guild
recce? Watch out for details…….

EVENTguide 2020-21
Mandraki beach also known as Xerxe’s Harbour. Inset: The stone recovered from my snorkelling foray.
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13-15 Mar -

Staffordshire Weekend, including WW1, English Civil
War & National Arboretum) - Chris John

2-7 Apr -

Wellington in Portugal Recce - Graeme Cooper

5 May -

Eurotunnel Behind the Scenes Visit - Mike Peters

7 Aug -

GBG Badged Guides Dinner - Graeme Cooper

TBC Sept -

Greek Recce Battles of Artemisium & Thermopylae David Harvey

16-18 Oct -

Portsmouth Weekend (provisional) - Tim Stoneman

1-5 Nov -

Somme Recce - David Harvey

4 Dec -

GBG Christmas Lunch in London - Andy Thompson

29-31 Jan 2021 - GBG Annual Conference - John Harris
Any Member wishing to plan a new GBG event should contact David
Harvey for guidance and coordination of dates.
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GUIDEbooks:
ESSENTIAL AGONY
The Battle of Dunbar 1650
By Arran Johnston
The Battle of Dunbar is
traditionally regarded as
Cromwell’s greatest victory in
Scotland. This new illustrated
guide re-examines the battle and
the ground over which it was
fought. The array of maps,
illustrations and photographs support a detailed narrative
of the campaign that led up to the decisive battle that
shaped the history of Scotland. The detailed analysis of
the dramatic English victory and the reasons for such a
significant Scottish defeat are well presented and
accessible to the reader and Battlefield Tourist alike.
Published by Helion & Company
RRP £25.00
paperback, pp220

NEARER MY GOD
TO THEE
Airborne Chaplains in the
Second World War
By Linda Parker
Chaplains have a unique
perspective of war and often see
things very differently to those
that they support on the
battlefield. This very different
view of events often results in insight that can
completely change our perspective of events as presented
by the combatants themselves. This compact, multifaceted history delves into the individual experiences of
these very brave Padres who followed the SAS and
Airborne Divisions into battle from the deserts of N
Africa, through Sicily and onto the Landing Zones of
NW Europe. Many saved lives, some took command in
action, others offered succor to the wounded and dying
of all sides and many made the ultimate sacrifice. This
new book highlights their vital role and includes some
excellent accounts that will be useful on a related
battlefield tour.
Published by Casemate UK
RRP £19.99
paperback, pp173

A VISITORS GUIDE THE BATTLES OF
ARRAS SOUTH
Bullecourt, Monchy-LePreux, Wancourt and the
Valley of the Scarpe
By Jon Cooksey & Jerry
Murland
The Visitor’s Guide Series from P&S
are exactly that, not a detailed battlefield guidebook but a
concise and informative handbook, ideally suited to the
novice or casual battlefield tourist. The brief introductory
historical narrative places each of the featured tours in
context and advises on suitable routes on foot or by bicycle
or car. Although as I said not an in-depth historical analysis
by any stretch, the format is ideal for planning purposes as it
uses GPS coordinates, clear maps and photographs to assist
the would-be visitor. It is therefore an ideal planning tool for
any Battlefield Guide planning a first-time recce of the Arras
South area. If you are looking to get away from the welltrodden Somme or the Salient you could start with this…
Published by Pen & Sword Ltd
RRP £14.99
paperback, pp134

THE BATTLE OF THE
YPRES-COMINES
CANAL 1940
France and Flanders
Campaign
Battleground Series –
Dunkirk
By Jerry Murland
I hesitate to use the word ‘forgotten’ when describing the
fighting in and around Ypres in 1940, but I do think it
often falls outside the scope of the classic Wipers itinerary.
If you want to put that right and add another dimension to
future tours in the Salient, you could do worse than taking
a look at this new addition to the Battleground Dunkirk
series. The unit-based format is easy to follow, plenty of
the individual bios, pictures, maps and first-hand accounts
that we have come to expect from P&S guides. The detail
of events around the town and the Menin Gate itself are
particularly useful. A worthy addition for Trenchies and
WW2 Guides alike.
Published by Pen & Sword Ltd
RRP £12.99
paperback, pp154

MISSING
The Need for Closure after
the Great War
By Richard Van Emden
I first became aware of the story of
Francis Mond and Edgar Martyn in
2018, when I took some aircrew
from the current 57 Squadron RAF
to France to look at aspects of the
Squadron's history in the Great War. Mond
and Martyn were shot down and killed in May 1918
flying with 57 Squadron, and their bodies recovered by
an Australian infantryman, Harold Hill, who was
awarded the Military Cross for his bravery. Personal
articles found on Mond’s body were returned to his
mother, Angela Mond. Yet, she was later told that Francis
Mond was recorded as missing. Angela knew that
something must have gone horribly wrong.
“Missing” is the story of Angela Mond’s battle to find her
son. Richard van Emden describes Francis Mond's
military service, the circumstances of his death, Angela's
desperate search for her son, and the breakthrough that
would lead to the correct identification and marking of
Francis Mond's and Edgar Martyn's graves.
But the book is much more than that. Richard interweaves
Angela’s search with the story of Fabian Ware and the
founding of the Imperial War Graves Commission,
describing the post-war work of the IWGC, the Graves
Registration Units, and the Directorate of Graves
Registration and Enquiries. We read of the search for bodies
on the battlefield, and the controversies that arose about
how the dead and missing were to be commemorated.
Finally, he describes the early pilgrimages by relatives,
friends and veterans who travelled to France and Belgium
to see the ground where so many had died. Richard
includes many deeply moving letters written in the hope
that a loved one's grave might be found. The pilgrimage
stories are particularly affecting. We read of wives and
parents visiting the still-shattered Western Front in the hope
of finding a grave or the site where a man died. And if you
think war inevitably makes brutes of all men, read the
letters of Harold Hill (who visited the family in England) to
Mond’s parents. His compassion and care are very clear.
There are a number of flying-related errors. For example,
in one section, he writes that ‘magneto failure caused his
BE2c to side-slip and then nosedive a hundred feet to the
ground’. An inexperienced or unskilled pilot might end
up in a side-slip and ‘nosedive’, but many pilots have
landed after magneto failure without damage to aircraft
of occupants. He also writes that, “On 1 April, the Royal
Flying Corps changed its name to the Royal Air Force.”

In fact, the Royal Air Force was formed by the
amalgamation of the Royal Flying Corps and the Royal
Naval Air Service.
But these do not detract from a very well-presented story.
Richard is particularly good at letting the participants tell
their own story. He uses letters, photos and logbooks to
tell the story of Francis Mond’s military service, while
letters, official documents and statements in Parliament
follow the story of Angela’s search and the post-war
activities of the IWGC. He describes the debates about
repatriation and headstone design; a hundred years on,
we might think it obvious that allowing repatriation
would not be fair in that not all families would be able to
bring their loved ones home. And the adoption of a
common headstone design to be used regardless of rank
seems understandable. But, my word, it could be difficult
for grieving family members.
Buy this book. If you take people to the Western Front,
you will find something in this book that you can use,
and even if you don't do the Great War, I would still
recommend you buy it. You will learn a lot.

Review by Andy Johnson
Published by Pen and Sword
RRP £20.00 (currently reduced to £16.00 on P&S website)
hardback, pp292

THROUGH
ADVERSITY
Britain and the
Commonwealth’s War
in the Air 1939-45
– Volume 1
By Ben Kite
I did wonder if Ben Kite could follow his excellent
Normandy title, Stout Hearts, well he has certainly
reinforced that success - This first volume is a veritable
tome of top-quality history, clearly based on meticulous
research and some thoughtful analysis of archive material,
anecdotal accounts and a myriad of data. The standard of
production is second to none, each chapter is packed with
carefully selected pictures and outstanding maps. I
Unreservedly recommend this book and I am already
looking forward to the second volume.
Published by Helion & Company Ltd
RRP £29.95
hardback, pp492

10 Questions:

death was extremely moving for all of us standing on
the ground the Devonshires still hold.

Name: Jon Williams
Age: 58
Nationality: Welsh
Home Location: Beddau,
Pontypridd, South Wales
Tour Company: Independent
(work as Tour Manager for Great
Rail Journeys/Rail Discoveries)
Validating: Intending to start the process in 2020

5. Which battlefield would you like to visit in the
future? The Ia Drang Valley, Vietnam, the site of
the first engagement between regular forces of the
US Army and the Army of North Vietnam (NVA)
The US won a major victory before suffering a
significant defeat. Four Medals of Honor were
awarded for the engagement - the autographs of the
recipients I have in my collection!

In each edition of ‘Despatches’, we will be introducing
a member of the Guild. In this edition, it is Jon Williams.
1. How long have you been interested in battlefields
and what was it that initially attracted your interest?
I’ve had an interest in battlefields and military history
since schooldays fed by a diet of Airfix military
models and soldiers, Commando comic books,
wargaming and an inspirational teacher. Battlefield
Guiding only materialised in the last 12 months when
someone suggested I had the aptitude for the role
when I was on a Normandy tour as a customer!
2. Have any experiences stood out? My first tour in
June 2019. I assisted with a school tour/pilgrimage
to Ypres and The Somme. The reactions of young
people to the history and the individual accounts
that can be brought out in stands was inspirational.
3. What do you enjoy the most about battlefield
guiding? Apart from walking in the footsteps of
history, the opportunity to inform people about the
history in the places where the events occurred is
truly inspirational - and getting to see a bit more of
the World whilst doing so is a bonus.
4. What is your favourite stand, location or battlefield
and why? My favourite stand is “Lt William Noel
Hodgson -‘Before Action’ and the impact of the
Edwardian School system on the junior officers on
The Somme” purely because it was the first ‘proper’
stand I researched and delivered on my very first
tour as a Battlefield Guide. The responses of the
young people to the poignancy of the poem and the
realities of life for young men facing almost certain

NEWmembers:
Martin Barry
Owen Bowles
Stephen Brann
John Cannon
Alex Collins
Phil Craig

Alan Gregson
Stephen Head
Michael Lacroix
Patrick Makaske
Nigel Marshall
George Maunders

6. What have you enjoyed the most about being a
member of the Guild? Getting to meet other Guides
and the networking opportunities that membership
provides along with the support and opportunities to
develop as a Guide via the validation process.
Having a body of expertise to refer to is a great
benefit.
7. If there was a fire and you could only save one
battlefield-related book or prop, what would you
save and why? I don’t have many props (at the
moment) so I’d probably say my copy of “America’s
Heroes - Medal of Honor Recipients from the Civil
War to Afghanistan” as its signed by over 20
recipients of the Medal whom I had the privilege to
meet and chat to at a convention in 2013.
8. What type of group do you think is the most
challenging to lead on a tour? Professional military
- I’d be intimidated by their existing knowledge of all
things military!
9. What’s the best tip, story or nugget of information
you have been given by a fellow battlefield guide?
When something goes wrong on tour (as it inevitably
will at some point) “wait for the mud to dry before
trying to brush it off.”
10. What is the funniest or most dramatic thing you
have seen on tour? Not strictly Battlefield (although
we’d visited a Vauban fortress on the tour) and not
funny at the time but as Tour Manager for a group
of 40, watching the train pull away from the station
with one of the group having alighted at the wrong
stop, gasping as we pulled off down the mountain!

New members who have been welcomed to the Guild
between Autumn 2019 and the date of publication.
Richard Newton
Mark Nicholas
Athanasia Protopsalti
Douglas Rattray
Colin Ruffles
Michael Shepherd

Sean Stewart
James Stewart-Smith
David Walker
Ivan Wright
Mark Zuehlke

